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OULD you like to have an army of salesmen 

active in your interests, and eagerly welcomed 
in the homes to which they go? Fifty-two issues of 
The Sunday School Times each year offer you just 
such an opportunity in their advertising. columns, 
and at a cost that is insignificant compared with the 
salary of a similar number of human representatives. 


It Takes So Little 
By Maud Frazer Jackson_ 


T OFTENS takes so little— 

. A capd-or gift-surprise,—. ......... 
A bit of love—to bring the ligh 

To dear oli faded eyes. 
It often takes so little 

To drive away despair ; 
A word, a smile may waken hope 

In a heart o’erwhelmed with care. 


It takes so very little 
At time of winter’s blight, 
To give a flock of hungry birds 
Rich banquet of delight. 
It often takes so little +» 
To please a girl or boy. 
Look backward to your childhood days— 
What trifles made your joy ! 


It often takes so little. 
Of prayer and seeking love 
To lead a soul from darkness drear 
To the light that beams above. 
It often-takes so little ; 
But if we our mite deny, 
Regret will weigh how heavily_ 
When we face the sunset sky. 








A New Religious Congress 

“Religious freedom” usually means religious bond- 
age. There is only one true freedom, and that is “the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” All 
other religions are slavery to sin and Satan, yet men 
like to talk of freedom as indicating open-mindedness 
-toward any religion. The Mayor ot Philadelphia re- 
cently announced that “religious freedom” should be 
“one of the central themes of the Sesqui-Centennial 
Celebration” to be observed in the City of Brotherly 
Love this year, when, he said, “the eyes of the entire 
_religious world will be riveted upon the event, and relig- 
ious bodies throughout the United States and abroad 
-will rally to the support of. the Sesqui-Centennial.” 
He suggests that “the calling of such a congress and 
.the plans for its meetings might appropriately be placed 
in the hands of a committee com of the leading 
ecclesiastics and laymen of the Protestant Churches, 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Jews, and other: re- 
ligious organizations.” There have, unfortunately, been 
many such geligious congresses in the history of the 


world, one of the most conspicuvus, in our generation, 
having been that of the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. 
Such a congress, in the name of religious «freedom, 
makes a travesty of religion, for it sets man’s thoughts 
above God’s, and claims for man the right to devise 
other ways of approach to God than that which God 
has provided revealed. The worst aspect of such 
a congress is that, undoubtedly, many professing Chris- 
tian Protestants will share in it and Protestant denomi- 
nations will send their official representatives. Christ 
cannot share with Buddha and Mohammed and Con- 
fucius the honor of leading men to God,—for none 
but Christ can do this: “there is none other. name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). Let us not forget the word of 
Joseph Parker, “It is all right to talk about compara- 
tive religions, but Christianity is not one of them.” 


=< 


The Example of Kings 

Are the kings of Europe setting society a good 
example? An extraordinary news item was recently 
published in the papers, the point of which was that, 
“As a result of a ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ reported to 
have been reached on New Year’s Day at the instiga- 
tion of King George of England, royalty is absent 
from the gaming rooms. and dance floors along the 
Riviera this season.” The dispatch goes on to say that 
various members of royal families, whether reigning 
or not, have agreed among themselves to “lead a sim- 
pler life and especially to refrain from public gam- 
bling and dancing.” It is reported that King Gustav 
of Sweden, formerly a well-known figure at Monte 
Carlo, this year limits himself to tennis, while other 
absentees~from the gaming tables are said to be the 
Duke of Connaught, former King Manuel of Portugal, 
and Grand. Duke Cyril of Russia, Whatever this 
news ‘item means; it certainly suggests that those whom 
Christ has saved and whom he calls “kings and priests 
unto God and his Father,” should take at least as high 
ground regarding gambling and dancing. Yet the pro- 
fessing Christian today who does not dance is excep- 
tional, while playing bridge for stakes is a common 
pastime among church members. Dances are even held 
in many church buildings and under church auspices. 
If Christian King George, the grandson of the beloved 


Christian Queen Victoria, has indeed made this com- 
mendable move among earthly rulers, may God grant 
that it may quicken many a Christian in private life to 
“walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 


Pad 
A Call From France 


Christ’s blood is as efficacious for France as for 
Wales, or Korea, or any spiritually favored part of 
North America, France is in chaos politically, in des- 
perate straits financially, and in deadness spiritually. 
Yet there are many individual children of there, 
keeping close to Him and praying for their fellows. 
An American business man, who sends The Sunday 
‘School Times to a large number of persons throughout 
the world, recently wrote to a French Christian ask- 
ing whether he would like to continue to receive the 
paper. A long letter of grateful acknowledgment came, 
including the following: “I should be infinitely grate- 
ful to anyone who would help me to get the paper 
during 1926. I have been reading ‘it for a good many 
years, and it has been such a blessing to me and friends 
that many in France would be the losers if that most 
indispensable friend were no longer knocking at my 
door. I do not know what the American people think 
of your magazine, but here in France, where such 
Heaven-like material is so rare, we simply devour the 
whole of its contents and crave for some more, so we 
receive it as a heavenly messenger; no angel would be 
better welcome than The Sunday School Times. . 
You may -not be able to continue its issues for long, 
for the last days have come upon us, and 1926 looms up 
charged with Satanic forebodings . . . the awful night 
is coming fast ... His summons upward may come 
at any time. The Bridegroom is very near... . Just 
one more word before I close. I think France is 
now at the crossroads, and might easily turn to Christ 
if a ety volume- of prayer ascends to God on her 
behalf. on’t you pray through until He opens the 
windows of Heaven upon France and showers upon her 
an almighty blessing?” May many members of the 
Times family hear and answer this prayer call. Let 
us. remember this faithful witness, and Pastor and 
Madame Saillens, and M. and Madame Contesse Ver- 
nier, and others bearing faithful testimony in that 
land. God will hear and answer. 


Efficiency 


“He removed . .. the brazen serpent that Moses 
had made” (2 Kings 18:4). 


‘ OD’S principle of dealing with man is always 
the same. We can learn lessons today from 
history. The things written aforetime were 

written’ for our learning. Hezekiah is a case in point. 

He was one of the outstanding and pivotal men of 

all time. He and Isaiah did between them all that two 

men could do to roll back the tide of the people’s in- 
fidelity. And though they never really succeeded, yet 
their authority and testimony did. influence their own 
day and generation, and has profoundly affected all 
subsequent history, 

Consider the circumstances. Hezekiah had succeeded 

. Ahaz, whose sixteen-year reign:> was mainly a record 

of unsuccessful war. Edom and Philistia on the south, 

and Israel and Syria on the north were all antagonistic. 

Of these four enemies Israel was the most horrible 

the war was fratricidal, while Syria was the 
most formidable. To counter the latter peril. Ahaz 

did homage to Tiglath-Pileser, the head of the great 

Assyrian. kingdom which, like a monster thundercloud 

lowering in the northeast, was threatening to over- 

whelm the whole of the civilized world. i 

But there. was a deeper danger threatening Judah 
than any merely political one, imminent as that might 

-be. _Ahaz had to journey to Damascus to do homage 

to the Assyrian monarch, and while he was there bar- 


tering away the independence of the people of God 


his aesthetic taste was. attracted by a Syrian altar. 
It was not even an Assyrian one, you will notice, He 
had not the poor. excuse of endeavoring to placate his 
new master, by approximating the worship of Jeru- 


. salem to that of Nineveh. It was an altar of the con- 


quered people. Perhaps Tilgath-Pileser was arranging 
to have the original transported to Nineveh to adorn 
his capital after the fashion of conquerors. There 
seems something almost grotesque in thus imitating 
the religious observances of a beaten foe... Neverthe- 
less, Ahaz must have plans prepared.and sent off to 
Jerusalem to be reproduced there. And it is one of the 
many sad incidents in the story of the people of God 
that the-man to.whom fell the carsyine out of the 
king’s instructions was none other than Urijah, the 
priest (2 Kings 16:11), the companion and fellow 
worker of Isaiah himself (Isa. 8:2). 

Israel’s spiritual danger is no means unparalleled 
today.. Eight years ago, Britain and America by God’s 
grace and the help of their allies, were enabled to win 
the War, But in too many ways both nations have 
‘imported a theology from the beaten foe. “The con- 
quered gave laws to their conquerors” is an adage that 
has passed into a proverb. : 

The result of the action taken by King Ahaz was 
that when Hezekiah came to the throne he faced a 
divided nation. -Théere were two main political parties. 
One still looked to Assyria for help, even though such 
help involved the partial loss of independence 


. The 
_ other party had its hopes directed southward em 
. toward an alliance which might counter the m 


menace. Opposed to them both was the little com- 


pany of earnest believers, small in number, yet influ-. 


ential by reason of their virile piety. These were men 
who trusted in the living God rather than in political 
systems for lulling the great heaving world to rest, 
as well as. for their own national mdependence on 
which himg the promises of God for them and for 
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. 
the world itself. The leaders of this last group were 
undoubtedly the king himself, and Isaiah, the prophet. 

King Hezekiah, taking his own line, renounced his 
vassalage to Assyria, and the first half of his 
reign was taken up with strenuous preparations to meet 
the storm which he knew very well he had provoked. 
We read of great military engineering, and political 
activity. But the thing which came first in Hezekiah’s 
calculations, and the thing to which the greatest promi- 
nence is given in the Hoiy Spirit’s record of the events, 
was the preparation in the spiritual realm. And it is 
with this that we are immediately concerned. For 
today, as then, the one force that can overcome the 
disruptive tendencies of times of upheaval is the power 
of God. And the nation that has aligned itself with that 
is the one that will win, whether it be great or small. 

The watchword of today, as then, is efficiency. En- 
gineering efficiency, scientific efficiency, business effi- 
ciency, — these things are good and desirable. But 
the one supreme need for ihe nation, as for the in- 
dividual, is spiritual efficiency. In trade, as in war, 
the need of efficiency is urgent. A Pittsburgh manu- 
facturing company a few years ago scrapped $150,000 
worth of machinery to install a new device that could 
save one percent of the cost of output. A costly sac- 
rifice, you will say. But on a turnover of a million 
dollars a year the firm reckoned that it would be more 
than repaid in the first year. 

Hezekiah understood the same principle, and he saw 
that in the chiefest realm of human activity it was 
paramount. Whatever stood in the way of spiritual 
efficiency must go to the scrap heap even though it 
were the sacrament of a bygone deliverance. We can 
imagine the outcry. It was bad enough when he “dis- 
couraged his own people” and “cheered the enemy” by 
having not a day only but a fortnight of national hw 
miliation and seeking after God (2 Chron. 30:23). 
But now this reckless break with the past, this ignor- 
ing of the generally received opinion and counsel of 
the priests, this irreverence and sacrilege, would pro- 
voke the very war Judah dreaded, 

But for Hezekiah the issue was simple. The people 
were prone to idolatry. A proneness, one may re- 
mark, out of which human nature has not yet succeeded 
in evolving itself. And the very sacrament of their 
deliverance had become an object of worship. The 
paramount need was for the people to get back into 
contact with God and obedience to his Word, and per- 
haps with a g; but without hesitation, Hezekiah flung 
the “brass thing * to the scrap heap. 

The lesson is written large for us today. The War 
with Germany is over, but the war with evil goes on, 
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This warfare is not less strenuous and the situation 
not less menacing than was that which confronted 
Hezekiah. Did we but understand it, alike for the 
church of God and the nation, the spiritual factor is 
the deciding one, And if we are wise, everything 
that hinders spiritual efficiency will go. The applica- 
tion of all this to the thinly veiled idolatry of our times 
is palpable. But it has implications wider than these. 
The hindrances to spiritual efficiency are many and 
various. Generally speaking, Nehushtan may serve 
to represent the insidious way in which the soul may 
come to rest on a past blessing so as to make past 
experience the bar to a present growth. Or for some 
of us—and this also is illustrated by the serpent — 
our devotional habits and church life may have be- 
come actual hindrances. We learn with fatal facility 
to rest in the punctilious following of a. routine, or 
the careful observance of conventionalities, or even 
in the frequent repetition of favorite shibboleths, and 
whenever we do this without thoughtfully pressing 
through to the inner meaning of the sacred form, we 
are in dgnger of deterioration, For some of us, again, 
the symbol represents habits which we have allowed 
to grow up in our lives and which are subtly keeping 
us back from close contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
A friendship, a book, a paper, a self-indulgence be- 
comes the almost intangible thing by which the Holy 
Spirit is grieved, our communion with the Lord Jesus 
Christ is broken, and our spiritual usefulness ended. 

In the days that lie ahead, what would spiritual 
efficiency. mean to us? To parents it would mean 
their children won for God; to the Sunday-school 
teachers, their boys and girls led by their example 
to decide for, and to receive Christ; to the minister, 
conversions; and to the whole Church of God, a share 
in hastening the Lord’s coming. Can we afford to let 
anything stand in the way of such an end as this? 
The issue is between appearance and reality, between 
easy-going acquiescence and utility, between conven- 
tionality and the “beauty of holiness,” between form 
and vitality. Sardis had a name to live and was dead, 
and the Lord of all the workers has himself declared 
that nothing must stand in the way of the manifesta- 
tion of the Spirit of life. The new wine must be put 
into new bottles. Old complaisances and old standards 
are inadequate. He has yet many things to say unto 
us, but whether he can say and we can hear, depends 
on our willingness to go to the very last inch with 
him. To the scrap heap, then, with all that comes be- 
tween the servant of God and usefulness! 

“It is the way the Master went, 
Should not the servant tread it still?” 





What Is It to Be “In His Name”? 


What is the full meaning of “In my name”? (John 
16 : 23, 24.) Does it mean, in the spirit of Christ, or ac- 
cording to the will of Christ; or, for the sake of Christ, 
seeing that our claim on God is only because of the 
work and person and merit of the Redeemer?—An Idaho 
Reader. 


In the Bible, and in Oriental and primitive lands, the 
mame stands for far more than a mere label. The 
name represents the personality of the individual, in 
the deepest, most sacred and intimate sense. This is 
very evident as we study the use of “name” throughout 
the Scriptures. When God first disclosed to Moses the 
divine name, “I AM THAT I AM,” it was a mys- 
terious, ineffable description of the eternal being of 

The name Jesus means, “He shall save his 
ple from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Read in the hght 
of the significance of the name, our Lord’s words have 
a searching meaning: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 


‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my'name, he 


will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing 
in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that Pie’ joy 
may be full” (John 16: 23, 24). Earlier our Lord had 
said: “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it” (John 
14:13, 14). : : 

This amazing promise is explained in another word 
of our Lord’s, in the vine and the branch discourse. 
He said to his disciples: “Abide in me, and I in you. 


’ As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 


abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me, . .. If. ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you” (John 15: 4-7). 

To pray, therefore, in the name of Christ, is to 
be literally in organic union with him, grafted into 
him by the Holy Spirit, as every believer is, — for 
“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in par- 
ticular” (1 Cor. 12:27). The born-again one, hav- 
ing received Christ as Saviour, is in such union with 
’ Christ that he can say: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” 
(Gal: 2:20).- But to abide in Christ is even more 
than this. It is to have presented our bodies to him 
(Rom. 12:1), and then to trust him wholly and ab- 


solutely, walking by faith (Col. 2:6). Theri we are 
not only in union with Christ but also in communien 
with him. Every Christian is in union with Christ, 
but not every Christian is in communion; and this 
last alone is the abiding life. When we thus abide, 
by surrender and faith, we are so completely “in his 
name” that his will is our will; his words or teach- 
ings abide in us, and we may ask what we will, for 
his will is communicated to us; and our prayers are 
answered. 
— 


Does Affliction Come From God? 


In reading James H. McConkey’s book on “The Sur- 
rendered Life” I notice that he says God either sends 
or permits all that comes into our lives. I had not 
known before, that God, who is love, could or did send 
evil to us or affliction, though I knew he permitted such 
to come to us. Will you explain this to me or quote 
the Scripture for it?—An Oregon Reader, 


One of the great blessings that God’s Word assures 
to us is that he will and. does afflict us. The wun- 
afflicted life would be the unblessed life.- It is easy 
to see why this is so. Affliction is sometimes the only 
way by which Ged can send us a needed blessing. It 
is sometimes the only way by which a human physician 
or surgeon can bless and heal us. Surgical treatment 
may hurt us sorely ; but it heals; and the surgeon who 
was unwilling to hurt his patient would be an un- 
trustworthy surgeon. A _ well-known physician one 
time said, “I have no desire to be known as one who 
never hurts my patients.” 

Because God is love, God is willing to express his 
love in ways that really help us; and those ways must 
often be afflictions. erefore we are to pray with 


“the Psalmist, “Make us glad according to the days 


wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein 
we have seen evil” (Psa. 90:15). ° 

. There are many Scriptures that tell us that God, in 
his love and redeeming power, will afflict us for our 
blessing.. Not only does he permit affliction to come, 
but he sends it himself, he orders it, becatise -he ‘loves 
us so. Thus he said of Judah: “And it shall come to 
pass, that like as I have watched over them, te pluck 
up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to de- 


“Yet when such a one, having been prayed 
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stroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, » aS 
and to plant, saith the Lord” (Jer. 31:28). Thus, -_ & 
when affliction had served its reclaiming purpose, = 
God would manifest himself in other ways,— but God * mad 
a equally loving in both dealings with his Chosen. . 
e. H 7 

_ God does not love to afflict us, but his love for us m. 
is so great that he will afflict us when he knows this i & 


is for our best. “For he does not afflict willingly nor @__ 
grieve the children of men” we read just after the # 
words, “Though he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
passion according to the multitude of his mercies” 
(Lam. 3: 32, 33). And again, seeing the end from the 
beginning, God says, “Though I have afflicted thee, J 
will afflict thee no more” (Nah. 1: 12). 

Nor is direct affliction from God limited to Israel 
under the old dispensation of law. It is just as plainly 
declared as part of God’s blessings to the Christian un- 
der grace. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth ev son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, dealeth with you as with sons; 
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” 
And so we read the loving word from @he Father: 
“And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speak- 
eth unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him”- (Heb. 12: 5-7). When we know fully, 
even as we are fully known, we shall by sight thank 
God for every affliction sent us in this life. Why not 
thank him now for them all, by faith? 


Pad 
Does God Help Men to Turn to Him? 


Perhaps it will seem strange to you, but, thinking 
that there may be others who are troubted likewise, I 
would like to tell you that for some years I was hin- 
dered in praying for unbelievers by the story of Holman 
Hunt’s picture, “Behold, I Stand at the Door,” and the 
reason the artist gave for not putting a handle on the 
outside of the door. 

I asked some fine Bible teachers how I could pray 
with faith if our Lord takes no part im opening the 
doors of hearts, but I received no helpful answer. 

To my great joy, after many months, the Holy Spirit 
caused’ me to note that the Lord opened Lydia’s heart 
(Acts 16:14); that Jesus was raised up “to give re- 
Pentance to Israel” (Acts 5 : 31); that God: can put his 
fear into hearts+(Jer. 32:40); that Ged wiil “teach sin- 
fers in the way” (Psa. 25:8); and that the Father can 
draw men to Christ (John 6 : 44). 

Soon after that I read Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman’s tract 
on conversion, published by the Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 826 North La Salle Street, Chicago, 
which gave me further light. 

If you think my experience would be of any value 
to some one else you are at liberty to use my statement 
in any way you choose.—A South Dakota Reader. 


The well-known story of Holman Hunt's painting of 
the Lord Jesus Christ standing outside a closed door, 1s 
that the picture was criticized for having no handle qn 
the outside of the door; the answer was that the door, 
of the individual’s heart can be opened to Christ only 
from the inside. In other words, that the Lord Jesus 
never forces his way into anyone’s heart, but waits 
for us to receive him. 

This story conveys Scriptural truth.: “He came unto 
his own, and his own received him nc‘. But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:11, 12). The Bible teaching is plain, that 
the individual has the responsibility for a free will 
choice, either to receive or to reject Christ; to believe, 
er to disbelieve. 

But, as this South Dakota Christian has discovered, 
God’s Word is equally plain that God helps the indi- 
vidual to make that choice. God never forces his way 
into a human life as Saviour; but God helps human 
souls to open the door from the inside and receive the 
Saviour. Men by nature are “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Eph, 2:1); they could not believe on Christ 
unless God enabled them to do so. The same chapter 
that tells us we are by nature dead in trespasses and 
sins, tells us also, “By grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

In other words, God lovingly, pleadingly, persistently 
uses his own blessed influence in our lives to persuade 
us to receive his Son and be saved. We could not thus 
believe unless God helped us. But God forces no one 
to believe. To pray earnestly for the salvation of an s 
unbeliever is to ask God to bring to bear upon that 
one’s life every influence and factor possible, that the 
unsaved soul may believe and be saved. ‘This lays upon 
us a plain and inescapable duty to pray for the swnsaved, 
for, and have 
ing been spoken to by God himself, finally makes the 
decision to believe and receive Christ as Saviour, he 
does it of his own free will. 

There is a mystery here, of course, which our finite 
human minds cannot take in. The sovereignty of God, 
and the freedom of the human will, seem to us irrecon- 
cilable, conflicting factors, mutually exclusive. But the 
Bible declares both; therefore we may and we must — 
unless we reject God’s Word — accept and believe beth, 
even while we cannot uriderstand the mystery, 
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ee ae Moon God’s City in Abraham’s Day 




















- MODERN archeological-research has made it pos- 

M sible for us to visualize the scenes. through 

which Abraham passed, and acquaint ourselves 

with the political, commercial, and religious conditions 
of that period in the history. of the world. 

Stephen declared that “the God of glory appeared 
unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopo 
tamia, before he dwelt in Haran” (Acts 7:2). This 
was when he lived in Ur of the Chaldees, a great city 
of which the modern Mugqayyar, located on the west 
bank of the Euphrates, is the site now generally ac- 
cepted.~ Ur is considered to have been the most im- 
portant city in the southern region of Babylonia, and 
when Abraham lived there it appears to have been 
the chief center of. culture, devoted to the arts and 
sciences, a place of wealth and luxury. 

It was a city of empire. Its rulers held sway for 
‘centuries, having the titles of “King of Ur, Sumer 
iand Accad” (embracing the Biblical lands of Shinar 
and Chaldea down to the Persian Gulf, and at certain 
periods assuming the proud title, “King of the four 
iquarters, or of the world.” Dynasties changed fre- 
‘quently and at times Ur was obliged to yield in rank 
to other cities, like Isin, and Larsa . (the Biblical El- 
dasar).. . - 3 : 

Ur was famous as the city of the r oon-god Sin, 
‘accounted “the lord of wisdom.” Thus it was. one of 
‘the ancient seats of world-idolatry, confirming the word 
‘of Joshua, “Your. fathers dwelt of old time beyond 
‘for, on the other side of] the River, even Terah, the 
father of Abraham .. . and they served other g 
(Josh, 24:2, R. V.). Notice the specific relation to 
‘the river Euphrates mentioned by Joshua. It plainly 
‘intimates that Terah’s family dwelt onthe east of 
.the river. As mentioned above the present site of Ur 
lis to the west of the river. “But before the period of 
‘Rim-Sin the Euphrates seems to have run west of Ur. 
Then Ur would be on the east, or, on the other side of 
the River. This shows the accuracy of Joshua’s state- 
»ment, though made five hundred years later. 


‘The Eight Empire Cities 

* The Babylonia of those days was a land of cities. 
Besides Ur we know of Erech, Eridu, Larsa, Lagash, 
Isin, Nippur, Babylon. Their unearthed ruins, or other 


records, enable us to form a picture of them before 
our mind’s eye. Unquestionably they were rich, lux- 


* .. .urious and spacious. 


Though the fortunes of empire were now with one 
and then another of these early city-states, they main- 
tained throughout great importance as religious cen- 
ters, having their own gods and cults. However, in 
the age of Hammurabi, Babylon attained supremacy, 


_and accordingly, its god Marduk (the Biblical Mero- 
-dach) was accorded headship in the idolatrous pan- 
.. theon of the vassal states. Even the rival god En-lil 


of Nippur, of which Bel was the common designation 
(the Bel of the Bibfe), lost chief place. After the 


.,.Hammurabic age this cult was restored to the pre- 


eminent place which it had previously-enjoyed. It is 


' well to remember the statement of Scripture, that 


what the nations “sacrifice [to idols], they sacrifice to 
demons” (1 Cor. 10:20; Acts 17:22; Deut. 32:17; 
Psa. 106: 35-37). In other words idolatry represented 
a strange and awful power of spiritual wickedness. 

_ In these cities, guarded by thick walls and fortified 
gates, their rulers erected palaces; raised great tem- 
ples to the geds; built the famous seven-staged towers 


_ $0 remarkable for height, mass, and brilliant color ob- 


tained by the use of glazed tile facing. These build- 
ings were adorned with bas-relief sculptures, and deco- 


. Yative designs in which the lotus played a prominent 


part, Z 

_ In contrast with Egypt where the great structures 
were built of stone, in these districts of the Tigris and 
Euphrates the buildings were almost always constructed 


_ of sun-dried brick, burnt brick being used in the main 


only for the outer casing of the walls. The country 
afforded neither timber nor stone (Gen. 11: 1-3). 

These Babylonian builders covered the brick walls 
of their public and private buildings sometimes with 
stone slabs probably brought from the quarries around 
Sinai, and sometimes with plaster and asphalt orna- 
mented with mosaic-work formed of glazed terra-cotta, 
in the making of which these people excelled. Their 
buildings abounded in colorful decoration which, in 
the intense sunlight of that southern clime, made their 
cities glow with many hues. This gave to their streets 
an aspect of lightness, variety, and gaiety, not seen 
in the somber, colorless thoroughfares of present-day 
cities. 

The influences of Babylonian architecture ruled 
Elam and Assyria. Other nations, like Persia and 
the Hittites, borrowed from it; and traces of its in- 
fluence appear in far-distant China and India. 
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Glimpses of the environment in which this * friend of God” was reared 


By John Bloore 
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Because of the simple and nomadic life to which 
Abraham waf called, when God led him out into 
the country that he would show him, we sometimes 
fail to appreciate that he waé a city dweller, sur- 
rounded by luxuries and vices that we seldom 
associate with civilization of that day. This article 
pictures Ur of the Chaldees, where Abraham 
lived, as revealed by modern archeological dis- 
coveries, and is given as a sidelight in connection 
‘with the International Uniform Lessons for 
May 9 and 16. 








Abraham came out of the midst of this land in 
which. one of the grandest civilizations of the world 
was developed, — indeed was at. its zenith, for he cer- 
tainly lived near to “the golden age of Hammurabi.” 
“The God of glory” called him out to a path of pil- 
grimage, and separation from the world’s wealth, 
power, and pleasure; from’ father’s house and kin- 
dred, to: make a distinct break with the past, to seek 
another country even a heavenly (Heb. 11: 8-16). 
From the luxury of being a city-dweller he became 
a nomad: “dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob 
{Jacob was born fifteen years before Abraham died], 
the heirs with him of the same promise” (Heb. 11:9). 
Such ever since has been the character of the path of 
faith—to esteem suffering with the people of God, 
and obedience to his Word, greater riches than the 
world’s treasure. Faith is called to sacrifice. God 
calls by his own glory to present suffering and future 
inheritance, even joint heirship with Christ (2 Pet. 1: 
3; Rom. 8:17). 

Abraham probably lived shortly after Hammurabi’s 
reign, during which, and for more than a hundred years 
after, the city of Babylon was foremost. Ur, Isin, 
Erech, and Elam came under the masterly hand of 
Hammurabi who was not only a successful warrior but 
a wonderful administrator, as the famous code of law 
which bears his name gives witness. Abraham, then, 
would be familiar with life in Babylonia under the 
conditions which prevailed during this epoch. He was 
born and educated under the rule of the first dynasty 
of. Babylon, < 

He lived in Ur. To the west of the city lay the 
broad expanse of the Euphrates, and a few miles in a 
southeasterly direction was the great lake, called “sea” 


- by the Babylonians, near the edge of which the city of 


Eridu stood in those days. From-the territory around 
this lake, called the “sea-land,”.came the kings of the 
“sea-land, or country” dynasty. . 

The country through all this part lies low. The 
banks along river and lake are fringed with willows 
and reeds except where plantations reach to the shore. 

Far off to the east might be seen the mountains of 
Elam from which the Kassite raiders descended upon 
Babylonia, and finally ruled the country. 


Licentious Idolatry of Ur 


Abram grew up under the shadow of Ur’s famous 
ziggurrat, and doubtless knew well the magnificent 
temple to the moon-god which stood near. He would 
be familiar with its ritual, know something of its 
musicians, its singers, its host of priestesses and sacred 
harlots who served in more ways than one and were 
looked upon as the god’s harem, for the gods must 
be like the men who worshiped them. 

These deities were thought to be very human in their 
ways, much like men and women, only having extraord- 
inary powers. It was supposed their favor could be 
secured and their powers used for man’s benefit by 
abundantly providing all that would gratify their emo- 
tions and lusts, —which were like those of the wor- 
shipers, and to which they gave free rein to please these 
gods at the sacrificial feasts. In the light of this, how 
true the first chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans 
is seen to be 

The temples of these idolatrous and licentious cities 
were also the great financial centers of the comnmmity, 


. The records show how the priestly officials arranged 


interest-bearing loans for commercial and agricultural 
purposes, and in cases of necessity supplied the de- 
mands of the king. These temples also controlled 
large territories, and accumulated great riches from 
the lease of lands, the levy of taxes upon dependent 
cities, various tolls or dues, and revenue from cattle 
raising. A staff of collectors looked after these in- 
terests, 

The temple, too, was the chief scene of justice. 
There the courts sat, cases were tried, decisions ren- 
dered, and all of this was considered in relation to the 
god who was supposed to exercise judgment. There 


are neers 


were also courts of appeal and as a last resort appeal 
could be carried to the king. 

Thus the temple was intimately connected with the 
entire ‘round of daily life, private and public, com- 
mercial and political, They were enriched by abun- 
dant tithes of cattle, sheep, the firstfruits of crops, beer, 
and wine. 

In Ur Abraham would meet many traders and hus- 
bandmen, for around the city there were extensive grain 
fields and many groves of palm and fruit-trees. In 
the markets he could purchase a great variety of com- 
modities — grapes, figs, dates, melons, many vegetables, 
corn, barley, wheat, flocks, and fish. 

The society Abraham knew was divided into three 
general classes, and these were recognized by law with 
special legislation for each — the patrician, the plebeian, 
and the slave. The priest, scribe, physician, and chief 
government officials ranked highest in the occupations 
of life; then merchants, teachers, mechanics, and other 
workmen. The slave was treated like a chattel — so.d 
or pledged —and for damage done to him his master 
received compensation. Still he could acquire wealth 
and transact business, but all under his master’s super- 
vision. He could purchase freedom with his savings. 

Then Abraham would be acquainted with the ship- 

ing trade and general business operations of those days. 

uch business was done by boat. on the rivers and nu- 
merous canals of Babylonia. The boats varied in size, and 
were either propelled by a pole, or towed by men, and 
in some cases aided by sails. The business records of 
the time show operations of various kinds, similar to 
those of today. The contracts cover storage, loan, ex- 
change, sale, lease, and mortgage. Though there seems 
to have been no coinage system, yet gold and silver 
changed hands in both religious and commercial trans- 


actions. Much work was done in copper, and there 


was the manufacture of pottery and jewelry. 

Though no great number of literary productions have 
yet been found, still enough has come to light to in- 
dicate that literature had its place in Abraham's day. 
That it had been abundant would cause no surprise, 
when we consider the quantity of business documents, 


private correspondence, and temple archives already 
OWTL. 


Abraham’s Knowledge, Natural and Divine 


In the main, the literature we now know deals with 
the creation, the deluge, the gods, and certain heroes 
concerning whom narratives were written in romance 
form. With these Abraham must have been acquainted. 
As to the supernatural element, only germs of truth 
remained, for idolatry and superstition had so polluted 
the stream of tradition that all seemed enveloped in 
midnight darkness when we compare these remains 
with the clear light of God’s own Word. 

They make apparent the utter impossibility of our 
knowing anything worthy the name of truth, except 
God had in due time brought in by inspired men the 
written revelation we now sess. From it the glo- 
rious light of unquenchable and imperishable truth 
shines out to dispel the abysmal darkness of vain hu- 
man imaginings. We may take it for granted that 
Abraham knew the Babylonian aceounts of creation and 
the flood; and the Sabbath, too, was known. Are we 
to think God did not clear away many of these mists 
and dark clouds, bringing him out of superstition into 
the possession of true knowledge? We can scarcely 
read Hebrews 11: 8-16 without feeling that Abraham 
knew more, I think much more than appears from the 
account of his life in Genesis, The light of a heavenly 
city shone before the eyes of his faith revealed to him 
by the God of glory. This had eclipsed all the worldly 
glory of Ur, held him fast when he moved amid the 
pomp and splendor of ancient Egypt, led him back to 
gt mga of his tent at Bethel, where again God spoke 
to him, 

Such were the immediate surroundings of our patri- 
arch. In them we can see mirrored the general fea- 
tures of the age in which he lived. For centuries 
amazingly little change took place in the life and cus- 
toms of these eastern lands. he more we learn of 
them from other sources, the more evident it becomes 
that many passages in the Old Testament prophets 
give a faithful view of the general life of even this 
early period, though written long after Abraham’s age. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J. 


An inspiring devotional book by the late Dr. 
Smellie is “Service and Inspiration.” Companion 
volumes are “The Well by the Way” and “Out of the 
Desert a Gift.” Each book may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 each; postage, 12 cents; or at the spe 
ctal price of $4; postage, 30 cents for the set of three. 
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God’s Reconstruction of the Wrecked Universe 


Why the Bible rather than science gives us the true record By Giorgio Bartoli, Ph.D., D.Sc., D.D. 











knew the Bible, there would be in the world more 

Christian faith and more true philosophy. For true 
faith is science,—but divine science, not human. It 
remains to be seen who it is that knows the universe 
better, whether the unbelieving scientist or the true 
Christian, 

Biblical Concordism, or: the effort to reconcile the 
Bible and science, has utterly failed. The effort was 
made in good faith by Christian geologists, biologists, 
and astronomers, starting from the data of the sci- 
ences which they were teaching, to harmonize their 
sciences with the first chapters of Genesis. A vain 
labor! Their efforts brought no result whatever. 

The reason is not far to seek. In the Bible there is 
no human science, In the Biblical narrative of the 
creation there is no geology, no astrophysics, no chem- 
istry, biology, botany, zoology; no human science of 
any .sort is found here. It is a kind of desecration to 
introduce human science into the Bible; it is a sin to 
attempt to force it to what it does ‘not and will 
not say,—that is, to formulate scientific systems, 
which are as far from it as the East is from the West. 
The creative symbols of the Biblical narrative are, 
indeed, so comprehensive that you may apparently force 
into them any scientific theory; but there is in them, 
at the same time, such an accurate order and definite- 
ness that the men most qualified to judge find depths 
within depths, and laws within laws. These laws, these 
depths, spurn the ever-changing theories of men. 

Again, the Bible narrative has always seemed to 
be in opposition to the science of the day. But there 
are weighty reasons for this disagreement. Had the 
account of creation, as given in the Bible, accorded 
with the science propounded in Greece or Rome, or 
even with that taught by the schoolmen during the long 
period of the Middle Ages, it would now be contemptu- 
-ously rejected as utterly false. A revelation of only 
so much astronomy as was known to Copernicus would 
-have seemed imperfect after the discoveries of Galileo 
and Newton; and a revelation of the science of New- 
ton would have appeared defective to Laplace; a reve- 
lation of all the chemical knowledge of the eighteenth 
century would have been deficient in comparison with 
the information of the present day; just as what is 
now known in this and in other sciences will probably 
appear deficient, perhaps doubtful, or it may be abso- 
lutely wrong, before the termination of this present age, 

It was, then, due to a divine purpose that the Bibli- 
cal narrative has been clothed in such language that it 
stands alone, as at the first, amid a crowd of ever- 
changing opinions; it remains immutable amid ever- 
varying interpretations. We must therefore, for the 
moment, dismiss science, and. refer to the Biblical text 
alone for a solution of the mysteries involved in the 
divine narrative. 


The “Element” Only Artificial 

In Genesis there is truth; and truth says that “in 
the beginning, heaven and earth sprang suddenly into 
being in the full perfection of their respective nature,” 
and did not evolve slowly from primeval matter, from 
a most simple atom, from a nebula, from some prim- 
eval and single element, let it be hydrogen or whatever 
else the poetic imagination of chemists may still in- 
vent! This latter theory is absolutely baseless, and I 
defy all the chemists of the world to prove it. Even 
now, after the millenniums that our earth has existed, 
no simple bodies naturally exist, but only composite 
ones. The element is an artificial product of man, 
which he extracts from the chemical combination of 
which it is part and parcel. Those who imagine the 
world to have been developed from one element only, 
and man from a cell, and consign these foolish ideas to 
books, write trashy novels; they do not produce sci- 
entific books. 

Two facts are affirmed in Genesis, and only two: 
first, the creation of heaven and earth by the Almighty 
God; and second, the -reconstruction of the earth after 
it had been destroyed through the Devil’s work. The 
former is stated in the first verse; the latter is de- 
scribed in the third. Between the two’ facts chaos in- 
tervenes, 

Chaos is described in the second verse. This de- 
scription has ever been the stumbling-block of sci- 
entists, Christian as well as unbelieving. Scientists 
radically adulterate the idea of the Biblical chaos, and 
then, having nagging it at will, they build up their 
hypotheses! Is it to be wondered at if the. latter are 
contrary to the facts as narrated in Genesis? They 
turn the Biblical chaos: into an elementary matter, 
containing as in a germ all things, from the chemical 
atom of dead matter to the primordial cell of living 
plants and to the ovules of animals. Now in the sec- 
ond verse of Genesis nothing is said to warrant all 
this. The Biblical chaos, as already stated, is “a great 


|: TRUE believers knew science, and if scientists 


Many will welcome the announcement that these 
remarkable studies in God’s “ Book of Beginnings” 
by the distinguished Italian scientist are now 
ready in book form, including much more ma- 
terial than has appeared in these columr2. The 
book is entitled “ The Biblical Story of Creation, 
in the Light of the Recently Discovered Babylo- 
nian Documents.” Dr. Bartoli, who has taught 
in leading universities in Europe and Asia, having 
spent many years in the East studying Oriental 
history and tradition in the original languages, 
has brought together a wealth of information 
from technical and scholarly works that is inac- 
cessible to most readers of the Bible. His book, 
of 155 pages, is published by The Sunday School 
Times Company ($1.25, plus postage 10 cents). 
The series in the Times, to be concluded next 
week, covers the following topics: 


The Granite Foundation of Genesis 
Did God Create Chaos? 
The Rebellion of the Angels 
Dragons of Chaos in the Bible 
God’s Reconstruction of the Wrecked Universe 
Earth’s Record of the Primitive Creation 








dark ocean,” in Hebrew, teiom, in, Greek, abyss, “that 
covers the earth,” which certainly exists, but does not 
possess any order and distribution of parts, has no em- 
beilishments, does not contain formed bodies, nor light, 
nor heat, nor any movement Whatever. 

Light first shone at the bidding of God, and move- 
ment began when the Spirit of God, the strong wind 
of God, shook its mighty wings over the: face of the 
abyss. The Biblical chaos was not primitive matter, 
co-eternal with God, and containing as in a germ all 
things; but it was a world in dissolution, a world 
fallen into a ruinous state. The earth was there still, 
but covered by an immense quantity of water, part of 
which God afterward raised above the firmament or 
solar sky. Light, sun, moon, and planets really ex- 
isted within the radius of chaos, but, owing to the vast 
masses Of water in which they lay buried, they had be- 
come quite visible. Thus God did not create light 
on the first day, but he ordered it to become visible, 
to appear, that being the meaning of the Hebrew word 
in the third verse of Genesis. The firmament, likewise, 
existed within the expanse of chaos; so it was not 
created (Hebrew, bara) but raised up, caused ‘to re- 
Aur to its place, where it divided the waters of the 
earth from the waters which. the Bible constantly af- 
firms to exist above the sky. In like manner there still 
existed under the waters of chaos the seeds of herbs, 
plants, and fruit-yielding trees, because the appalling 
catastrophe, caused by water not by fire, had not de- 
stroyed them; and so God orders the earth, as soon as 
. mires from the waters of the abyss, to bring them 

orth. 

Animal life, on the contrary, had been utterly de- 
stroyed in the great cataclysm, and so God, on the fifth 
day, proceeds to a new creation. In fact, the inspired 
writer uses here the creative word bara. The Scofield 
Reference Bible notes that only three creative acts 
of God are recorded in the first chapter of Genesis: 
the heavens and the earth, verse 1; animal life, verse 
21; human life, verses 26, 27. The first creative act 
refers to the primitive earth, and gives scope for all 
geological ages; the second and the third refer to the 
earth’s reconstruction and to the creation of its king, 
man. 


True Science Silent Before God 


This and no other is the Biblical chaos, as described 
in the first chapter of Genesis. What can science op- 
pose to all this? Nothing, absolutely nothing. . Sci- 
ence can only wonder in reverent silencé at the mar- 
velous work of the Almighty, who restored order in 
chaos, made light appear, re-established the firmament, 
raised the superior waters; made the sun, moon, an 
planets again visible; commanded the earth to pro- 
duce herbs, plants, and fruitful treés; and at the end 
created (bara) animals and man. Is all this senseless 
and absurd? Is it anti-scientific? Is it imtpossible? 
Who will dare to say so? 

Geologists look on the earth itself for the record 
of its own history. So far they are right, provided, 
however, they do not place too. great a confidence in 
their tabulated hypotheses. Scientists are apt to mis- 
take hypotheses for hard facts; in this théy are wrong. 
A hypothesis will never be a fact unless proved by 
facts and sound reasoning., ‘Scientists often lack the 
former, almost always the latter. s 

Tt is universally known that logists. divide and 
assign an epoch to stratified recks according to their 
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characteristic fossils. But the history of fife has been 
very imperfectly preserved in the stratified oarts of 
the earth’s crust. Apart from the fact that, even un- 
der the most favorable conditions, only a small propor- 
tion of the total flora and fauna of any period could be 
preserved in the fossil state, enormous gaps occur, 
where no re¢ord has been preserved at all, It is as if 
whole chapters and books were missing from a his- 
torical work. Some of these lacune (gaps) are suffi- 
ciently obvious.’ Thus, in some cases, powerful con- 
vulsions have thrown considerable’ portions of the rocks 
out of sight. Sometimes, an extensive metamorphosis 
has so affected them that their original character, 
including their organic contents, have been destroyed. 
Still more often, denudation has come into play, and 
vast masses of fossiliferous rocks have been entirely 
‘worn away. That this cause has operated frequently 
is shown by the abundant want of conformity in the 
structure of the earth’s crust. 

From all these facts (they are hard facts, not hypoth- 
eses) it is clear that the geological record, as it now 
exists, is at the best but an imperfect chronicle of 
geological history. In no country is it complete. The 
lacune (gaps) of one country must be supplied from 


another. Yet in proportion to the geographical dis- 


tance between the localities where the gaps occur, and 
those whence the missing intervals are supplied, the 
eiement of uncertainty in our reading of the record is 
increased. Nevertheless, from this record alone can 
the history of the earth be traced. It contains the 
registers of the births and deaths of tribes of plants 
and animals, which have from time to time lived on 
earth. Only an infinitesimal part of the total number 
of species that have appeared in past times have thus 
Leen chronicled; yet by collecting the broken frayg- 
ments of the geological record and outline, at least, of 
the history of life upon earth can be deciphered. And 
this is far from being favorable to the arrogant claims 
of the evolution theory. 


Geology’s Contradiction of Evolution 


Geologists speak of the life-time of the earth as 
Eozoic, or dawn-of life; Palaeozoic, or ancient life; 
Mesozoic, or middle life; Neozoic, new or modern 
life. No man has yet measured its vastness; but the 
entire duration of our earth is but a single pulsation 
of the mighty lifeof the universe. Now from all these 
geological data, geologists, such as Professor Huxley, 
Ramsay, Darwin, Wallace, Stoppani, affirm that “al- 
most all the higher forms of life must have existed 
during the Palaeozoic period” (Huxley): and that “be- 
fore the lowest Cambrian stratum was deposited long 
periods elapsed, as long as, or probably far longer 
than, the. whole interval from the Cambrian age to the 
present day; and that during these vast periods the 
world swarmed with living creatures” (Darwin: Ori- 
gin of Species, 6th Edit, page 286}. How Darwin 
could, after such a candid confession, uphold the the- 
ory of evolution I fail to see; but I suppose that he, 
while speaking sensibly as a geologist, committed him- 
self to foolish statements as a philosopher. Let us 
remember Cicero again: “Nothing is so absurd that it 
be not been said by one or another of the philos- 
ophers.” 

According to our interpretation, our earth passed 
through three stages or phases. It was first created in 
absolute beauty and perfection. Of that first condition 
or phase of the earth the Bible does not say much. 
We can only infer- that the heavens and the earth were 
then, without comparison, more beautiful, rich, and 
wonderful than at present; as also, 6,000 years ago, 
the earth was vastly more beautiful, fruitful, and rich 
than now. It is not physical progress that prevails in 
the world, but degeneracy. Our creation is getting 
gradually older, poorer, and uglier; the earth, more- 
over, is constantly drying up, becoming less habitable, 
and by degrees becoming a desert. The Bible con- 
tinually teaches that all creatures, — even the heavens, 
—save alone, grow old. The progressive decay 
and degeneration of the earth and of man is a fact, 
which can be proved beyond the possibility of doubt, 

The second phase in the history of the earth em- 
braces the period when, the earth having been de- 
stroyed by the demoniacal cataclysm, it became dis- 
order, confusion, darkness, chaos. We know of this 
only what the Bible and the books of the nations tell 
us. But of this period also, as of the primitive crea- 
tion, the earth has kept a most vivid record. 

The third phase in the history of our solar system 
embraces the six days of the earth’s’ reconstruction 
through the work of Almighty God. This reconstruc- 
tion is narrated in the first chapters of Genesis; and of 
this also the earth preserves a sad record, mentioned by 
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans. 


For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
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- tion is confirmed by 
- There is an enormous gulf, a divergence practically 


Lesson for May 9 
Genesis 14 : 1-24 


- fevealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature 
~ [lit., creation] waiteth for the manifestation [lit., unveiling] 
: of the sons of God. For the creature [creation] was made 
. Subject to vanity [Gr., folly, disorder, unreasonableness], _ 
_ not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the pen 


same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be de- 


, livered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
* liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
‘. creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 


now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body (Rom. 8 : 18-23). 


Paul teaches that the earth, no less .so than its in- 
habitants, is in bondage and in disorderly condition by 
reason of him who has subjected the same. The Eng- 
lish translation of thesé verses is somewhat faulty, and 
its divisions are still more so. Satan is, of course, he 


who subjected the earth to vanity; 7% @, to disorders.- 


When Satan shall be bound, and the children of God 
manifested (lit., unveiled), then the earth also will be 
ransomed and rescued from the power of Satan, the 
prince and god of this world. : 

Let us now return to the Babylonian Poem of Crea- 
tion and compare a few more of its narratives with 
those corresponding in Genesis. The Bible represents 
the divine Architect of the universe in the act of re- 
constructing the earth, which the Devil had destroyed. 
God first calls forth light. Afterward he separates 
the waters from the waters; the waters that are to be 
above the sky from the waters that properly belong 
to our earth, The Scripture distinguishes these very 
clearly; and the Babylonian poem, likewise, describes 
two oceans, a salt-water one (Tiamat), and another 
of sweet water (Apsu), distinct, and at the same time 
confused together. These two oceans, considered as 


one, with the Bible as well as with the Babylonian 


poem constitute the’ dark abyss,’ the Hebrew Tehom, 
the Babylonian Tiamat, the Greek chaos and abyss. 
Ea kills by a word the dragon of the sweet-water 
ocean, and he himself dwells in it. Ea, in the Baby- 
lonian poem, is the god of wisdom and light, and is at 
the same time the god of the upper waters. With 
the destruction of Apsu the sweet-water ocean is defi- 
nitely separated from the salt-water ocean. Later on, 
Marduk, Ea’s son, will create the earth and the solar 
system out of the body of Tiamat, the salt-water ocean, 
i. e., chaos, 

The parallelism between Genesis and the Oriental 
poem could hardly be more complete. In the latter, 
the war between the gods of: order and the dragons of 
chaos lasts apparently for some time, and the world 
destroyed by them is reconstructed slowly and by de- 
grees, as in the Bible. The Biblical waters which God 
gathers in one place, that the dry (the dry land) may 
appear, are certainly salt waters, because they con- 


_ Stituted the seas. The word-is plural, not singular, 


because the seas are many and yet they are one. What 


‘ds the nature of the waters which God by the firma- 
:.ment separated from the waters below? They were 


undoubtedly sweet waters; in fact, many commenta- 


< tors think. them to have been a kind of vapor, which 


cannot be, when condensed, other than sweet water. 
Afterward God proceeds to the creation of the vege- 
table world. The earth is dry, free from salt waters, 
afid so it can bring forth. It is commanded to pro- 
duce herbs, grass, and trees yielding fruit, and it does 
so. This botanical classification is the most natural 
of all. The.vegetable world is still divided into grasses, 


- herbs or shrubs, and trees. 


The earth being green with grasses and plants, God 
orders the.sun, moon, and planets to appear in the sky. 
In the Babylonian poem it is distinctly affirmed that 
the sun was not destroyed by the dragons of chaos: it 
had only been obscured: and so with the Bible. The 
sun, moon, and planets are commanded té become vis- 
ible: they are not created (bara). There is really no 
mention of stars in the Oriental poem. The planets, 
together with the earth, make up the human world. 
In the Bible, likewise, it is principally the plariets that 
are designated under the name stars, 

After the vegetable world, the animal world was 
created by God. It was created out of nothing (bara), 
because all animal life had perished in the appalling 
catastrophe that turned a beautiful world into a chaos. 
Here again the classification of the animal world, 
though not scientific, is obvious, natural, and perfect. 

The earth having been formed in all its parts, and 
embellished with plants and animals, God at the end 
proceeds to create its lord and king, man. Here also 
Scripture makes.use of the creative verb, bara, to cre- 
ate out of nothing. Man’s soul,.of course, was cre- 
ated out of nothing; not the body, which was formed 
of the dust of the ground. A man was created, not 
evolved, This is my smog declared, and the declara- 

ist (Matt. 14:4; Mark 10:6). 


infinite, between the lowest man and the highest beast, 


_as Huxley says: and science and discovery have done 


nothing to bridge that gulf. The missing link between 
— at beast # still missing, and it will never be 
ound, 

Fossil man does not exist, and it is useless to look 
for him. Infidel anthropology is no science at all. 
Haeckel’s “discoveries” were proved to be utterly. un- 
true, nothing more... Man was created by God, where 
and when the Bible tells us. He has not been very 
long upon earth. He was created on a Friday, just 
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as the last Adam died on a Friday. First man was 
created, then woman, The first woman from the first 
mah, and because of man; to indicate the natural de- 
dence of woman on man. Afterward, no man came 
into the world except through a woman, to indicate 
that woman is not man’s servant or slave, but. his 
friend, his help, his. mate._In their respective souls, 
and before God, man and woman are perfectly equal; 
so also perfectly equal, — though in kind, not in qual- 
ity—in their intellectual and emotional gifts and 
powers; equal in their rights and duties toward men 
and toward -God, 

Thus was accomplished the great work of the re- 
construction of the world. It was finished in seven 
days,—a mysterious number, a mystical number, the 
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number of perfection. In it God gave man the meas- 
ure of time and of human life, correspondent to the 
movements of the sun, moon, and planets, which he 
had created “to be for signs, and for seasons, and for 
days and years.” Even more, after so many centuries 
of man’s almost complete rebellion against God, men 
still measure the week by the seven days of the Bib- 
lical creation. That week was a mysterious symbol 
of higher things, a parable of seven millenniums of 
human life on earth, the last evening of which will 
see the dawn of a happier and an eternal day. I ask 
again what honest science can object to in this mar- 
velous, noble, and mysterious history of the seven days 
of creation and reconstruction. 
(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 








| - As We Sailed for “Booktown”’ 


Sharing the archeologist’s steamer mail, as he journeys to Kirjath-sepher 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D President of Xenia Theological Seminary, and 








*? Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 














Earlier issues of The Sunday School Times have announced the joint expedition undertaken by Xenia Theological 

Seminary and the American School of Oriental Research at Jerusalem, which purposes to excavate what 

_is believed to be the site of Kirjath-sepher, the ‘‘ Booktown’’ mentioned in Joshua 15. Here it is hoped that clay 

tablets written during the days of the conquest of Canaan and possibly fragments of the Pentateuch may be dis- 

covered. Dr. Kyle, from the steamer en route and from the actual scene of operations in Palestine, is writing 
for Sunday School Times readers the story of the expedition. 


BEAUTIFUL embarkation custom is that of the 
° Japanese. At Yokohama and at Nagasaki they 

give to each passenger on an outgoing steamer 
a little roll of bright-colored paper ribbon. This he 
holds by one end and flings the roll to friends on the 
pier. Thus, as the ship begins to move away, it is 
bound to the friends left behind by hundreds of these 
tokens of affection. The American form of this 
beautiful Japanese custom is the “steamer letter,” in 
its many -variations of flowers, fruits, letters, tele- 
grams, and radio messages. For me there were on this 


‘ occasion flowers and messages from loved ones left 


behind, miessages of good cheer from fellow workers 
on this Palestine expedition, and a blessed telegram 
from Southland friends of the work I go to do. All 
these tokens of good will and good cheer are most 
welcome; they leave a sweet fragrance that will per- 
vade the whole long journey and arduous work. 

But there is another kind of “steamer letter” 
among those sent to me that will interest the readers 
of the Times more than these affectionate tokens. Some 
of them come from adventurous souls who, as one of 
them naively expressed it, “want to see the world,” 
and think that an archeologist will employ them and 
take them along as diggers, engineers, even as artists, 
for only their expenses (about one thousand dollars) 
and a moderate salary. To say nothing of immigra- 
tion laws and labor troubles, they do not seem to know 
that the archeologist gets no salary and pays his own 
expenses! Another kind of “steamer letter” is less 
innocent and more amusing, not to say amazing. The 
first one I received this year was from some kind of 
clairvoyant or trance-medium, who sent me a sample 
of her “revelations”~as a bait with the assurance that 
she could get me all the “revelations” I needed with- 
out the trouble and-expense of such an expedition as 
I planned. Her sample “revelation” was quite inco- 
herent; I turned it over to the Department of the Psy- 
chology of Religion in Xenia Seminary for interpreta- 
tion. 

Another letter says: “I saw an artical stating that 
you was at the head of a Foreign Envoy searching 
for records and proof concerning the true story of 
How Joshua Stopped the Sun and Moon at the time 
of a severe storm near the great city of Gibeon about 
the year 1451 B. C. 

“The artical also states that there is a Board of 
Finance’ to Finance the Envoy and its operations. I 
am sorry to say Mr, Kyle you and your envoy will 
be disappointed and spend your time and a great amount 
of Lord’s money of which no doubt would cost 
twenty or thirty thousand Dollars for we have the 
records here and also Revelation concerning the an- 
cient writings of the Book of Jasher pertaining to the 
Past, Present, and Future. 

“Now to save time and some of the Lord’s good 
money, and for one fourth of the twenty thousand 
Dollars, I will prove to the envoy by the Bible and 
Holy Ghost Revelation concerning how Joshua com- 
manded the Sun and the Moon to’stand still and also 
when the ancient writings of the Book of Jashar was 
Kept in the past, present and the future by using fif- 
teen or more headed, printed sections namely :” 

Then follow the “fifteen or more headed sections.” 
I have not altered the typography of the letter —nor 
have I yet sent the five thousand dollars for this 
astounding revelation ! 

It is a relief to turn away from such messages to 
the contacts made on shipboard. Our tablemates 
proved to be Jews, ardent Zionists, much interested in 
the Holy Land and in Kirjath-sepher and the possi- 
bility of finding Pentateuchal documents there. Mr. 
B. was a fellow member of the Palestine Oriental So- 
ciety avd a director of a Jewish Theological Seminary 


in which my friend Dr. Morganstern is a professor. 
In archeological work one realizes how near the Jews 
are to us and we to them in Biblical things, . 

This Jew at my right hand at table is the head of 
a large clothing manufacturing company in Cincinnati 
with a great plant in a southern state. He discovered 
that a Methodist congregation in the town was having 
service only on alternate Sundays, and he asked why. 
When they told him they were able to pay only for a 
half-time pastor, he persuaded his company to pay the 
other half that there might be a religious service there 
—_ _— How an incident like this warms one’s 

eart 

What has all this to do with Biblical archeology? 
The Holy Land is the Holy Land of three religions. 
Nearly everything yet found in that land is of equal in- 
terest to Jew and Christian, and much of it also of 
interest to Mohammedans. They must of necessity all 
work together in the archeology of that blessed land. 

People indulge the imagination over the hardships 
of the archeologist’s life’: and-often commiserate him. , 
The greatest hardship I have to endure is the hardship 
of the Sabbath,—not. the hardship of keeping the 
‘Sabbath, but the hardship of getting one to keep. On 
these British ships there is an English Church service 
in the morning. On this ship the captain conducted 
the service with great dignity and solemnity. But after 
that brief service without sermon, the remainder of the 
day was like every: other day, only a little more ‘so. 
The purser told me, with manifest regret on his part that 
the company had decided to allow dancing on Sunday 
evening on their three great ships only in order to com- 
pete with the French and Italian ships. Thus for money 
vice is permitted to thrust itself in, and the “Con- 
tinental Sunday”. is Americanized, or more properly, 
the Americans are becoming “Continentalized.” 

Madeira and sunshine! From the window of the 
library where I sit I can see the beautiful villas ‘of 
this winter home of the world scattered over miles 
of gloriously green mountainside. The lazy swinging 
of the great ship at anchor adds a dreamy spell to the 
scene. Out there are the delightful homes of people. 
When. we have come in from five days of monoton- 
ous scenery. of water, water, water, we are able 
the better to realize that one of the greatest interests 
of people is their interest in people. The beautiful 
rural night scene, a cottage, a copse, and water gleam- 
ing in the moonlight is, with all its beauty, dull and 
depressing until a light appears in the window. The 
tracks of the man Friday in the sand were of more 
interest to Robinson Crusoe than all the riches of an 
unknown. island. 

The story of man and the story of God, —it is this 
that lures m history, which is but biographies of men 
writ large. It is this that inspires every expedition 
for research in the canyons of the Colorado, the jungles 
of Yucatan, among the cyclopian ruins of the Incas 
or the sands of the Gobi desert. This same spirit it 
is that opens E ian tombs, grovels in the historic 
dust of the mounds of Babylonia and the ruined cities 
of Palestine. Ever the lure is to follow &“*>— 
trails of men — in the hope of finding man at the end 
of the trail, ; 

Those who study the animals and trace their his- 
tory back to the geological ages and to the beginning 
are called naturalists. The archeologist is a human 
naturalist. He follows faint footmarks back until he 
finds a Rameses, a Seneferu, a Moses, — people! These 
are the thoughts forced in upon us at the sight of 
Madeira where people live, after only five days of 
water. Such is the interest of the world in Bible lands 
after five thousand years of history. We dig up an 
old city to get our eyes on what people once did. 


En Route To Brste LAnps. 
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How Revival Came to Moody Sunday School 


Reorganization, on _peper and in_ actuality 





By Sidney E. Cox 








Those who have been following with keen interest Mr. Cox’s story 


transformation of the 


of the remarkable 
Moody Sunday-school under the ministry of Mr. Louis Entzminger will be glad to know that the latter has 
prepared a full account of the methods he has used with striking success in Sunday-schools both large and small, 


** The Su 


nday School Transformed,’’ which is Mr. Entzminger’s own story of his work, contains also reproduc 


tions of the attendance and record cards used, and forms an invaluable method study for Sunday-school sugzrin- 
tendents and workers ; it may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, at $1.50 plus 12 cents postage. 


ing of the results, the preparations for Mr. 

Entzminger’s coming were completed. It only 
remained for him to present the plan, form the or- 
ganization, and start us on this new éra in the life of 
the Moody Sunday-school, and this he did, in his own 
inimitable way. Mr. Entzminger conducted evening 
gatherings with the teachers and officers of the school 
and many of the members of the church and school 
who could attend. Each meeting was a very import- 
ant occasion, as Mr, Entzminger presented the entire 
Sunday-school plan siep by step, enlarging and illus- 
trating the various points to be considered. 

The advantage of having Mr. Entzminger himself 
to present the plan and form the organization cannot 
be overestimated. In his lectures he is but giving out 
that which has become a very. vital part of his life. 


Wiz: the taking of the census and the tabulat- 


He has given his best years to the forming and per-~ 


fecting of the plan which he presents. His addresses 
are full of ‘sound common sense with a marked ab- 
sence of the technical and an equally marked presence 
of the practical. Mr, Entzminger is not spending. his 
time in the propounding of theories; he is the ex- 
ponent of a tried and practical » every detail of 
which he has tested in his own Sunday-school experi- 
ence, a plan that is working and will work wherever 
the necessary conditions for success are met. The 
power of his appeal and the practical nature of his 
plans gripped the teaching force of. the Moody Sunday- 
school from the first address. Mr. Entzminger has the 
eloquence of. earnestness and it is impossible to listen 
to him without realizing the absolute devotion of the 
man to the things that he is giving forth. Every’ 
detail of this plan is carefully reasoned through so. 
that its acceptance may be voluntary. There is no at- 
tempt to force a conclusion or a decision. 

The importance of these preliminary gatherings can- 
not be overestimated. ‘To insure success, every teacher 
must not only be familiar with the plan but sold to 
the idea, In his work of presentation, Mr. Entzminger 
combines the role of teachergand salesman. It is diffi- 
cult to imagine how this plan could possibly succeed if 
only a portion of the teaching force was present at the 
preliminary gatherings. There are so many difficulties 
which are thus cleared away, and so many apparently 
unimportant. details that assume’ tremendous import- 
ance, that it would be well-nigh impossible to carry the 
plan to a successful conclusion without these very im- 
portant preliminary meetings, os 

But the messages to the teaching force are by no 
means the only work that is done by Mr, Entzminger 

reliminary to the actual reorganization of the school. 
During these first days the entire school is reorganized 
on paper. With the census results in hand each de- 
partment is organized not only on the basis of what it 
is, but of what it should be; not only on the basis of 
those who come, but of reaching those who should 
come. In order to accomplish this work, there were 
many conferences with departmental superintendents 
to consider the reassigning of. classes, the forming of 
new classes, the assigning of prospects to tlhe present 
teachers, the assigning of new teachers, the forming of 
the secretarial force, and many other details of utmost 
importance, 

The enthusiasm and hearty co-operation of the teach- 
ing force made this preliminary work very deiightful 
indeed. The fact that there was on hand the names 
of so many prespective teachers eliminated one of the 
most difficult phases of the work, namely, the securing: 
of teachers to care for the enlarged organization. 

After a great deal of careful thought and prayer, 
the following organization was suggested for our 
school and presented to the teaching force for their 
consideration and approval: 


Cradle Roll. fu. Senne. covyecasdexep Up to and including 3 years 
Beginners Department ......... 4 and 5 years 

Primary Department ........... 6, 7, and 8 years 

Junior Department ............. 9, 10, and 11 years 
Intermediate Department ....... 12, 13, and 14 years 


Senior Department .............. 15, 16, and 17 years 
Young People’s Department ....18 to approximately 30 years 
Adult Department ............... 30 plus 


This was but a slight variation from the. depart- 
mental organization which had existed in the Moody 
Church for some years. It was decided to regrade 
the school by years up to and including the Senior 
Department. As can be well understood, this would 
mean the very careful assigning not only of scholars 
but of teachers. Many very precious attachments 


. careful. explanation of the record system given. 


which had been formed and which demanded consider- 
ation had to be broken. This was not dene on any ar- 
bitrary basis; the appeal was to co-operation for the 
sake of efficiency. A very wonderful spirit of will- 
ingness was manifested both by the teachers and schol- 
ars in the matter of adopting the new organization 
thus presented. 

Another very important part of the work which 
had to be accomplished before the Sunday on which 
the reorganization took place was the assigning of de- 
partments to their separate departmental rooms. Two 
new departments had been formed. The Cradle Roll 
had previously met with the Beginners Department, 
and the Senior and the Young People’s Departments 
had met as a unit. These departments were now sep- 
arated and given separate rooms and organization. 

Fortunately we were in a position with our spacious 
Sunday-school building to arrange our school with 
comparative ease, and we were able to reserve the 
main auditorium for the large adult Bible class con- 
ducted by Pastor Philpott. On Sunday, February 7, 
the entire school, exclusive of the Beginners and Pri- 
mary Departments, was gathered together and the or- 
ganization which had adopted by the teaching 
force was presented and accepted by the entire school. 
The task of placing the departments in their vari- 
ous rooms was then undertaken, commencing with the 
younger children. The boys and girls nine, ten, and 
eleven years old were asked to stand, and with their 
teachers and officers, adjourned to their departmental 
room. The Intermediate Department was then called 
and assigned to its room, and so on until only the 
Adult Department remained in the main auditorium. 

When the departments were assembled in their sep- 
arate rooms, the classes as ree gp decided upon 
by the superintendents were formed, the teachers as- 
signed, and the lists of prospects distributed. Classi- 
fication slips were then signed by every person in the 
school giving particulars as to address, age; grade, 
department, and teacher’s name, The classification 
slips for each class were kept intact and also for each 
department.. We thus secured the basis for our first 
definite enrollment under the Entzminger plan, and 
from these classification slips the permanent enrollment 
Mae Srinage during the week which followed. 

hile the preliminary work was being undertaken 
and the various plans formed and considered, the 
teachers of the Moody Sunday-school were busy at 
the task of gathering in the prospects for the en- 
larged school. Hundreds of homes were visited in the 
neighborhood of the Moody Church and a large number 
of prospects were reached, many of whom were after- 
ward enrolled as permanent members. The fact that 
each teacher was assigned only two or three scholars 
and given a list of prospects proved both a challenge 
and an inspiration to many, and it was and has been 
a delight to observe the gradual building of these 
small classes into groups of normal size. 

It was planned that on the second Sunday of Mr. 
Entzminger’s visit, February 14, the school should 
meet for the first tine as a morning organization, 
merge with the preachiug service at the conclasion of 
the teaching session, and at the same time the six 
point record system should be installed. Our initial 
enrollment numbered 1,182 and it will thus be seen that 
the preparation of class cards and the permanent enroll- 
ment for a school of this size would entail a great 
deal of secretarial work. We were anxious that the 
departmental secretaries, whose work would be the 
handling of these new records, should be entirely con- 
versant with the system, and during the second week, 
conferences were held with these secretaries and ve? 
n 
addition to this, the classification department to record 
and assign new scholars to the school was appointed 
and instructed in these details. 

It must be confessed that there had been some meas- 


" ure of. misgiving with regard to the policy of changing: 
. Our Sunday-school from the afternoon to the morn- 


ing hour, The Moody Church is not a community 
church; our constituency extends throughout the en- 
tire: area of Chicago. Large numbers of our members 
and scholars have to come long distances in order to 
attend our services. It will be understood, therefore, 


when we say that we approached the morning of -Feb-" 


ruary 14 with some trepidation. Would there be a 
great loss in attendance? Would there be an enthusi- 
astic response from our Sumday-school scholars to 
the appeal to attend the preaching service? Would 
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there be an unfavorable reaction owing to the dividing 
of so many classes and departments and the forming of 
new classes? What would happen if we were greeted 
by a stormy February morning? Would our new 
teaching force measure up to the opportunity and pos- 
sibility presented? 

These and many other questions were before us, and 
we were quite sure that we should receive the answer 
to a number of these queries, either for or against, on 
the morning of February 14. Our fears with regard 
to the weather were soon allayed. We were favored 


“with a beautiful morning. When the writer arrived at 


the church building at 8.15 for a final survey of the 
Sunday-school rooms before the Sunday-school session, 
he was greeted by the cheery face of one of the mem- 
bers of the Junior Department who had arrived. more 
than one hour before time in order to make one hun- 
dred percent on the first Sunday morning. 

As the hour for the commencement of the Sunday- 
school session approached, it was soon apparent that 
our loss in numbers, if any, would be very small. 
The various department rooms seemed to be normally 
filled and the numbers constantly increasing. In addi- 
tion to this, a large group of adults were gathered for 
the new Adult Bible Class that had been formed un- 
der the direction of Pastor Philpott. We commenced 
this morning session promptly at 9.45. Many of our 
Sunday-school scholars were late,.which was to be 
expected, but by ten o’clock our school was in full 
swing and a most happy spirit was manifested. An 
actual count of attendance was taken at 10.15 and we 
were more than surprised to find that those in session 
for the first Sunday morning numbered 1,918 which 
was approximately 800 more than our average actual 
attendance had been in the afternoon sessions. We had 
dared to hope that in addition to the increase in at- 
tendance there might be an equal increase in our of- 
ferings as there had been a very strong desire in 
our hearts that the Moody Sunday-school should be 
on such a basis that it could contribute financially to 
the maintenance of the church and not be a burden 
upon it. On this first Sunday morning our offerings 
increased more than fivefold and writing as we are 
after a period of seven weeks from the date mentioned, 
this increase in offering has been more than maintained. 

It should not be gathered from the foregoing that 
we did not experience difficult situations. As wo 
naturally be expected many adjustments had to he 
made and are still being made. While we were and 
are overjoyed at the success of the undertaking, we 
are more conscious than ever that we are only at the 
commencement of our effort. But for the fact that . 
we desire sincerely to be of service and inspiration to 
other Sunday-schools we should be very reluctant to 
emphasize any increase that may have been made in 
our school. But we have more than realized the pos- 
sibilities m the Entzminger plan, and with’ the possi- 
bilities some idea of the corresponding responsibility. 
As you share with us some of the inspiration of this 
unique effort, we would urge that you share with us 
the burden of prayer that in all our plans the will of 
God might be manifested. 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 
: + 

Genesis and Yourself 
By Charlies Gallaudet Trumbull 


And when Abram heard that his brother was 
taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born 
in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pur- 
sued as far as Dan (Gen, 14: 14). 


Notice that godliness and righteousness are pre- 
eminently sensible and practical. This man of 
God had several hundred trained men, of his own 
household, brought up under his personal supervision, 
ready for instant action in any time of -need. When 
the emergency came, he did not sit down and merely 
pray for deliverence,-—though doubtless he prayed; 
he also sprang into action with the decision and re- 
sourcefulness that that man alone can show who has 
habitually been making ready for any call. That is 
what real godliness does for a man. Lot, the self- 
seeking dweller in a place-of sin, had no such pre- 
paredness for trouble; when the blow fell, he had to 
depend upon his pious uncle. - ; 

[These very personal applications of the truth in God’s 
Book of Beginnings are taken from “Messages for the 
Morning Watch,” by the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. The previous edition of this book has been entirely 
sold out, and a new edition is now in preparation under 
the title, “Genesis and Yourself,” and should be ready in 
about a week, The selections bear directly on the curs 
rent International Uniform Lessons, and they will be con< 
tinued throughout the Second Quarter’s lessons in Genesis, 
The revised edition, containing these selections and many 
other devotional studies in Genesis, may be had from The 
Sunday School ‘Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.25; post- 
age, 10 cents.) 

1 


“Special Days in the Sunday School” —which to 
celebrate, which to eliminate, and how to observe 
them,— by Marion Lawrance, may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.50; 
postage, 12 cents. 
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| LESSON 6. MAY 9. ABRAM AND THE KINGS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 14 : 1-24 
Golden Text.—In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.—Rom. 8 : 37 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


HE selection of the lesson material in Genesis 
is somewhat surprising in that it omits some of 


the greatest chapters in the Book, as, for example,- 


12 and 15. Fortunately, however, the scope of this 
whole lesson article allows of a comprehensive treat- 
ment, and so this week I propose to take up the story 
where we left it last week, and carry it on to chapter 
15. In doing so, the several features of our standing 
outline will. be more or less combined, = 


From Noah to Melchizedek 


Sin after Salvation (9: 18-29).—The period covered 
by chapters 10 to 14 of Genesis is longer than the 
period between the Old and New Testaments, which 
was four hundred years. It is well we should remém- 
ber this when. we are reading the story. Sin came out 
of the ark (9:21, 22) because sin went into it. The 
new beginning was made with the old handicap. Water 
could not wash away the sin stain. sad thing in 
this story is that the sin of Noah and Ham followed 
on such amazing evidence of God’s severity and good- 
ness, His goodness manifested to the eight should 
have encouraged them -in all righteousness; and his 
severity gvith the ungodly should have been a sufficient 
watning to them. Chapter 9: 25-27 is a prophetic 
epitome of universal history. 

The New World (10:1 to 11:9).—This division 
constitutes the Fourth Book of the Generations (10: 
1), and it is an immensely important record. Chron- 
ologically, 11: 1-9 precedes chapter 10. The latter 
tells how the world was divided, and the former tells 
why. A writer has well summarized the significance 
of chapter 10 as follows: 

“It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of 
this ethnological table. Whether regarded from a 
geographical, a political, or a theocratical standpoint, 
‘this. .unparalleled list, the combined result of reflec- 
tion and deep research,’ is ‘no less valuable as a his- 
torical document than as a lasting proof of the bril- 
liant capacity of the Hebrew mind.’ Undoubtedly the 
earliest effort.of the human intellect to exhibit in a 
tabulated form the geographical distribution of the 
human race, it bears unmistakable witness in its own 
structure to its high antiquity, occupying itself least 
with the Japhethic tribes which were farthest from 
the theocratic center, and were latest in attaining to 
historic eminence, and enlarging with. much greater 
minuteness of detail on these Hamitic nations, the 
Egyptian, Canaanite, and Arabian, which were soonest 
developed, and with which the Hebrews came most 
into contact in the initial stages of their career. It 
describes the rise of states, and, consistently with all 
subsequent historical and archeological testimony, gives 
the prominence to the Egyptian or Arabian Hamites, 
as the first founders of empires, It exhibits the sep- 
aration of the Shemites from the other sons of Noah, 
and the budding forth of the line of promise in the 
family of Arphaxad. While thus useful to the geog- 
rapher, the historian, the politician, it is specially serv- 
iceable to the theologian, as enabling him to trace the 
descent of the woman’s seed, and to mark the fulfil- 
ments of Scripture prophecies concerning the nations 
of the earth. In the interpretation of the names which 
are here recorded, it is obviously impossible in every 
instance to arrive at certainty, in some cases the names 
of individuals being mentioned, while in others it is 
conspicuously those of peoples.” 

The order of the names in 10:1 is that of theo- 
cratic importance; and for the same reason the order 
changes in what follows, so that at the last attention 
may concentrate on the posterity of Shem (vs. 2, 6, 
21). Mark the mention in verses 10 to 12 of eight 
very .ancient cities of the earliest postdeluvian civil- 
ization, the influence of which was to be left for the 
next two thousand years, 


Babel (11: 1-9).—We have already said that what 
is heré recorded is the explanation of the scattering of 
chapter 10. At this time mankind spoke but one 
tongue, probably akin to Hebrew. God had bidden 
them “replenish the earth” (9:1), but they resolved 
to establish a rallying center that might serve to main- 
tain their unity; so they settled in the land of Shinar, 
that is, Bavylonia (v, 2; 10:10). There they builded 
a city (cf. 4:17), part of which was a tower, which 
has been identified with the temple of Belus, and which 
was to be the center and symbol of their godléss mo- 
tive and purpose,—to make a reputation for them- 
selves (v. 4). However, man proposes, but God dis- 
poses, When they resolved: to go up, He resolved to 
come down (vs. 4; 5, 7). They had said “lest we be 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 61 : 1-6. 
Primary Topic: Abram Saves Lot from Danger. 

Lesson Material: Genesis 14: 13-24. 

Memory Verse: A friend Joveth at all times,—Prov. 19: 19. 
Junior Topic: Abram Rescues Lot. 

Lesson Material: Genesis 14 : 1-24. 

Memory Verse: Proverbs 17: 17. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Abram’s Courage and Generosity. 
= Young People and Adults: Victory Through Faith and 

ge. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 13-24 
13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram 
the Hebrew: now he dwelt by the 1 oaks of Mamre the 
Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these 
were confederate with Abram. 14 And when Abram heard 
that his brother was taken. captive, he led forth his trained 
men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued as far as Dan. 15 And he divided himself against 
them by night, he and his servants, and smote them, and 
pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the ? left hand of 
Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the goods, and also 
brought back his brother Lot, and his goods, and the 

women also, and the people. 

17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after his 
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings 
that were with him, at the vale of Shaveh (the same is the 
King’s Vale). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought 
forth bread and wine: and he was priest of *God Most 
High. 19 And he blessed. him, and said, Blessed be Abram 
of God Most High, + possessor of heaven and earth: 20 and 
blessed be *God Most High, who hath delivered thine ene- 
mies into thy hand. And he gave him a tenth of all. 
21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the 
persons, and take the goods to thyself. 22 And Abram said 
to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand unto 
Jehovah,. *God Mest High, ‘possessor of heaven and 
earth, 23 that I will not take a thread nor a shoe-latchet 
nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have 
made Abram rich: 245 save only that which the young men 
have eaten, and the portion of the men that went with me, 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion. 

1Or, terebinths. 2Or, north. *Heb., El Elyon. *Or, 
maker. 5 Or, let there be nothing for me; only: that, etc. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








scattered” (v. 4), but the Lord “scattered them abroad” 
(vs. 8, 9) by confusing their tongues; a judgment 
which was not to be reyersed until Pentecost (Ac’ 
2: 5-11), 

From Adam to Abram.—We now. enter upon the 
Fifth Book of the Generations (11: 10-26), the pur- 
pose of which is to trace the onward development 
through Shem of the line of promise. This table dif- 
fers from that in 10: 21-31 in that, there, we have a 
record of the peoples who came of Shem; but here, 
we have a strictly geneological history embracing ten: 
generations. Link this record-on to that in chapter 5, and: 
we have a.complete chronological outline-of the holy seed 
from Adam to Abram, embracing a period of over two 
thousand years. Do net imagine that this section. is 
not worth studying. But we must pass onto the Sixth 
Book of the Generations (11:27 to 25:11), that of 
Terah, and to the man whose story is the heart of the 
Genesis record, and the foundation of the. postdeluvian- 
revelation. 


Abram.—Unfortunately only two studies fall in this 
division in the lesson scheme, but in the interests of 
comprehensiveness, we shall survey the whole study in 
this lesson up to and including chapter 15, and in the 
next lesson, the remainder to 25: II. 

The life of Abram falls midway between Adam 
and Christ. He illustrates, as Noah had done before 
him, how God works in history. The method is very 
simple and very profound; it is, as the writer to the 
Hebrews says, “by the word of God, through faith” 
(11:3); that is, on the divine side by revelation, and 
on the human side by apprehension. God had revealed 
himself to the antideluvian world, but only Noah and 
his family apprehended the revelation; so the world 
was set aside, and these eight were chosen for the 
maintenance and development of the divine purpose. 
After the flood God again revealed himself, but again 
the world did not apprehend (11: 1-9) ; so he set aside 
the world, and chose a man would respond to 
vision and who would give attention to God’s intention. 
So has it been all through history. But when God 
finds such a man, he must prepare him for so great a 
life and mission, and it is this preparation that gives 
to religious history its deepest meaning. It gives to 
the story of Abram its entire significance, 

The story falls into three parts with faith as the 
common denominator, These are: 

The Awakening of Faith ¢11: 27 to 13: 18). 

The Disciplining of Faith (14:1 to 20: 18), 

The Perfecting of Faith (21:1 to 25:11). 

You will observe that this week’s lesson falls in: the 
second of these. 





The Awakening of Faith (11:27 to 13: 18).—The 
first call of Abram came to him in the way of family 
circumstances (11: 27-32). The whole family migrated 
from Ur of the Chaldees, and went to Haran, three to 
four hundred miles north. There, when Terah died, 
Abram heard and obeyed the second call (Acts 7: 2-4), 
and went westward in faith, having received the prom- 
ises which constitute the Abrahamic Covenant (12: 1-4). 
He, and those who were with him, came into Canaan, 
and consecrated it to the Lord by’ there building an 
altar (12; 5-9). Then, alas, the faith by which he had 
hitherto done so gloriously failed him. He who had 
trusted God with his soul, now cannot trust him with 
his body, and. so, in time of famine, they all go down 
into Egypt (12:10). Now there is no such thing as 
a single sin. Wherever there is one there is another ; 
and that first false step necessitated others. What 
they were, we find in 12: 11-16. But though Abram 
had forgotten God, God had not forsaken him, and 
so wrought that he and all that he had were driven, out 
of Egypt (12:17-20). They returned to the place 
of the last altar, and fellowship with God was again 
enjoyed (13: 1-4). Thereafter, on account of strite 
between the herdmen, Abram and Lot agreed to part, 
the latter going down to the plain of Jordan, guided 
only by the principle of sight (13: 5-13). Whereupon 
Abram, whose faith was now simpler and stronger, 
received the promise of a sphere, as later, of a son, 
and, in token of appropriation, went south to the plains 
of Mamre and dwelt in Hebron, which means fellowship 
€13: 14-18). Faith now fully awake, must be led to 
higher heights and roused to more effective action; 
and so we come to the second part of the story. ~ 

The Disciplining of Faith (14:1 to 20: 18).—Here 
we shali consider chapters 14 and 15 only, as that in 

is this week’s lesson. Historically, it is a most 
important chapter, and the truthfulness of what is re- 
corded has been confirmed by archeological discovery. 
I suggest that you master the pronunciation of the 
proper names in verses 1-9, which you will find in the 
American Revised Version, self-pronouncing edition. 
The outline is: Kings of the East (v. 1) ; Kings of the 
West (v. 2); Relation between East and West (vs. 
3, 4); Tribes subdued by the East, on the way to the 
West (vs. 5-7); Battle between East and West (vs, 
8, 9) ; Defeat of the West and capture of Lot (vs, 16- 
12); Pursuit of Abraham (vs. 13, 14); Success of 
Abram (vs. 15, 16); Afterward’ (vs. 17-24). These 
last three poimts are your present subject. All we 
need say about the first two of them is that God was 
better to Lot than he deserved. His capture came out 
of his compromise. Had he not gone to Sodom, he 
would never have been in this plight. God does not 
promise to deliver us from the consequences of our 
own: folly, but in this case he did show mercy, and 
Abram showed both generosity and courage. 

Afterward (14: 17-24, and 15).—Two kings met 
Abram. when he returned from the North; one, the 
king of Sodom, to bless him temporarily (vs. 17, 21) ; 
and the other, the king of Salem, to bless him spiritu- 
ally (vs. 18-20). According to the narrative, Mel- 
chizedek’s blessing preceded Sodom’s offer, with the 
result that Abram declined the latter (vs, 22-24). 
Nothing like heavenly enrichment will dis: us to 
regard lightly earthly endowment. When blesses 
us, the world has nothing to offer that is worth having. 

Interest in this section will center chiefly in Mel- 
chisedek, which means king of righteousness, who also 
was king of Salem (Jerusalem), which means peace. 
He is introduced here; is not mentioned again for a 
thousand years (Psa, 110); and yet another thousand 
years pass before we read of him again (Heb. 7). 
“Of unknown parentage, of unrecorded genealogy, of 
unchronicled existence, the unique personality of this 
grand old king-priest flashes meteor-like across the 
path of the conquering patriarch, emerging from the 
gloom of historical obscurity, and almost instantane- 
eusly vanishing into inscrutable seclusion.” The two 
offices, which in Israel were carefully kept apart, were 
combined in Melchizedek, who foreshadows Christ in 


this double capacity, a hint of which we get in Zech- « 


ariah 6:13; and the full truth of which is in Hebrews 
7. It is most important to observe in our section the 
conjunction of righteousness and peace, which are fre- 
quently related in Scripture, and morally always re- 
lated. There is no true peace where there is not right- 
eousness, (Make a note of three new words in our 
section, carrying with them great ideas .. . priest; 
tithes; and El-Elyon, “the most high God.”) Regard- 
ing the whole section in conjunction with chapter 15 
we see, first of all (1) Abram looking out, and it is 
all night, —a dark prospect. The king of Elam has 
been beaten but has escaped and is alive to fight again ; 
the king of Sodom is, in all likelihood, offended; and, 
Abram has no son to succeed him. Then we see (2) 
Abram looking up, and it is all light,—a sure protec- 
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tion. Is the king of Elam alive to fight? God is 
Abram’s shicld (15:1). Has Abram refused enrich- 
ment at the hands of the world? (14:22, 23.) G 
is his exceeding great reward (15:1). And so, finally, 
we see. (3) Abram looking on, and it is all bright, for 
he is promised an innumerable posterity (15:4, 5). 

“And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to 
him for righteousness.” 

This is quoted in three New Testament books, and 
in each, according to the purpose of the context, em- 
phasis is on a different word: In Romans 4: 3 it is 
on counted; in Galatians 3:6 it is on believed; and in 
James 2: 23 it is on righteousness. 


Final Word 


Are you submitting to the discipline of your faith?. 


Are you looking out without also looking up? Do you 
know God as Shield and Reward? Do you really be- 
lieve? Do you? 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 


” : , 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
HY had Abram and Lot separated? 
2. Who had the choice of the land? 
3. Who chose for Abram? 
4. Why was Lot not safe in Sodom? 
s. What was the full relation of Abraham and Lot? 


6. What evidence is here given as to men’s knowledge 
of the true God? 


7, What is the meaning of “Melchizedek’’? 


8 Where do we find a comparison between Melchizedek 
and Christ? 


9. What is the meaning of “King of Salem”? 
10. Why did Abram refuse any share of the spoils? 
11. Why did Abram not need the riches of Sodom? 


12. What most: ancient city is here identified with its 
present position? 


13. What does ‘the next passage (Gen. 15:1, 2) imply that 
Abram may have done in Damascus at this very time of 
the chase after the four kings? 


14. What “first things” appear in this story of Abram and 
the kings? 


15. How does Abram’s character compare with Lot’s? 
16. Name Abram’s three strongest characteristics. 


17. What word of Abraham’s best expresses his attitude 
toward God? 


18. What was Abraham’s greatest act of faith? 
19. What is Abraham’s greatest title? 
Answers to Last Week’s Questions 7 


The answers to-the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


uw 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principle oF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
ta make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











a 


HIS lesson is full of contrasts, not the least of 

which is the one between Abram and Lot, espe- 
cially when we recall that Abram was now apparently 
risking his life for his nephew, whose selfishness had 
taken advantage of his uncle’s generosity by choosing 
the fertile plain of Jordan when it became necessary 
for the two to separate. Then, too, there is the sug- 
gestive contrast between the king of Salem and the 
king of Sodom. The one was priest of the most high 
God; the other, king of a city whose wickedness was 
so great. that this same God had to burn it from the 
face of the earth. It is noteworthy also that Abram’s 
treatment of these two kings was so very different 
when they met him returning from the battle. From 
Melchizedek he was willing to, accept the blessing of 
the Most High and unto him as God’s representative 
he was willing to give tithes; but from the king of 
Sodom he could expect no spiritual blessing, and from 
him he refused to receive reward of material things 
because he recognized that the Most High is the pos- 
sessor of heaven and earth, and he did: not intend to 
give this wicked king the opportunity: to say that he 
had made Abram rich. Of course, the contrast be- 
tween the kind of warfare waged by Abram and that 
of these eastern kings is too evident to. need remark. 
_ One other comparison is also suggested by the com- 
ing of Melchizedek into the story, namely, that between 
this king of Salem and the King of Peace whom 
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he typifies, the One who is “a high priest for- ever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” Read the seventh 
chapter of Hebrews in connection with this account 
in Genesis, and the suggested comparison will be more 
significant, 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
ue 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Thoroughness.—He brought back all the goods, 
... and the people (v. 16). He did a good, thorough 
job. When we had this lesson before, the last Quar- 
ter of 1923, attention was called to the fact that Abra- 
ham’s outstanding characteristic was obedience. The 
Isaac-offering incident, for example. That was why 
God could use him so wonderfully to accomplish his 
divine purposes. By the same measure your Master 
in Heaven and your master on earth can use you. 
What the world needs and has always needed is obe- 
dient thorough men. Men (and women, too) who 
will be sure to do what they are told to do and set 
out to do and are supposed to do. If she is a dress- 
maker, a milliner, a cook, or a housemaid, she has 
no trouble for patrons or places. As for the thor- 
ough artisan, the thorough office helper —say, how 
many do you know? They all go up to the better job 
and the better place when discovered. Simply because 
old Mr. Management is out with his electric search- 
light hunting for the “thoroughite’ —if that’s the 
noun for him (Prov. 12: 11; Eccles. 9:10). Last night 
I finished the “Life of John H. Patterson” the Cash 
Register genius, by Samuel Crowther. He was thor- 
oughness to the nth power and his great trouble was 
to get his helpers equally so. So he became a teacher 
of thoroughness, with the result that almost every 
young man who has come up through and out of the 
“N. C. R.” is a great and successful executive in some 
other organization. MacCauley, head of the Packard 
Motor Car Company, is one of them. It is a great 
book. Get it and read it.. When you read note this: 
Patterson always kept one particular book by his side 
day and night, -It was his Bible. Yes, as we were say- 
ing, Abraham “brought back all the goods.” As.we 
say in the -vernacular, speaking of the Abraham sort, 
“He delivered the goods!” It is also interesting to 
note in passing that as a whole, the nation he founded 
has also a way of “delivering the goods,” — in liter- 
van music, painting, and in the businesses and pro- 

essions, 


Appreciation.— And he blessed him, and said, Blessed 
be Abram of God Most High, ... who hath delivered 
thine enemies into thy hand (vs. 19, 20). So it was 


not Abraham after all who was the secret ‘of Abra- 


ham, but “God Most High,” “Huh, who couldn’t do 
a thorough job anywhere of wiping up enemies when’ 
High Heaven lent a hand!” Sure, right you are, who 
couldn’t!. The same High Heaven is ready to deliver 
your “enemies” (Laziness, Sloth, Indifference, Idle- 
ness, and all the rest I am afraid to mention, for fear 
you will tear up the paper and stop your subscription) 
into your path if you will just do what.God Most 
High asks you to do. “When.a man’s ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him” (Prov. 16:7). Any evil thing opposed to you is 
an enemy. When you “kill” an enemy he is at peace 
with you, isn’t he? Then “kill” those things men- 
tioned up there, and also the ones not mentioned, and 
take an inventory of where you stand. You will likely 
find you are as rich as Abraham and all the kingdoms 
of the earth are at your feet. Don’t believe it, do you? 
Just now .my. train is passing through one of Phila- 
delphia’s most “beautiful suburbs, All these great 
flowered and perfectly kept lawns‘ are mine to enjoy. 
The man_who lives.in the big house pays for the mak- 
ing and keeping. I would have only to ask Mr. Man 
and he will gladly welcome me into his beautiful es- 
tate (at a convenient time) to see his treasures. of 
flowers, rugs, pictures, and furnishings. Indeed, I 
have had him thank me for the pleasure I have given 
him in allowing him to thus show me his collections. 





— 
Lesson Calendar 

The complete list of International -Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 


Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
: a copy, or $1 a dozen. : 
1. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
. John 20 : 24 to 21 : 25 
2. April 11.—The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
3. April 1%—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4. April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4 : 1-26 
5. May 2—God'’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 to 9 : 29 
6 May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14: 1-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
: Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 
8. May 23—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-25 
9. May 30.—Jacob at Bethel...... secsesese-Genesis 27 and 28 
10. June 6.~—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26: 34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11. June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity..........000--. Genesis 39 : 1-33 
12. Jane 20.—Judah’s Plea.........5.. Genesis 44:18 to 45:15 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis . 
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There is nobody the collector enjoys more than an ap- 
preciative visitor to.go over with him and let him talk 
about the rare and iful things he has,. I knew 
how it is myself with the proof etchings by Haig and 
Fitton of Europe’s great cathedrals that hang upon 
my walls. I love to talk about them to those who 
know what they mean. Yes, indeed, the man who is 
blessed of God Most High is a king with kings and is 
given “all things to enjoy.’ The best in gardening, 
architecture, pictures, music, and friends. “Ali these 
things shall be added unto you.” 


Best Things.—/ will not take .. . aught that is thine, 
lest thou. shouldest say, I have made Abram rich (v. 
23). It isa fine thing to know just when to accept and 
when to refuse material help. Remember Dr. John- 
son’s famous reply to Lord Chesterfield (he of the 
good manners) when Chesterfield offered to help him 
with his dictionary in the “fruit” after having turned 
him down with a bang in the bud! While no man 
can “make a go” of it without material help of one sort 
or another from the outside, yet it is a big thing to 
know what to accept and what to reject. Some years 
ago there was a skilled doctor in Coatesville who had 
a wonderful remedy he used with great suctess. It 
was“suggested to me that I buy the prescription from 
the doctor (who was more fond of games than doc- 
toring) and manufacture and advertise the most ex- 
cellent remedy. “Nothing doing,” I said. The exploita- 
tion would require lots of work and anxiety as well as 
no smal] amount of money. If it turned out to be a 
success, folks would blame it on the doctor, and old 
Doc would sing day and night, “I made~ Ridgway 
rich, I made Ridgway rich.” So I have been content 
to keep out of “Millionaire Row” and am still on my, 
“The First Million the Hardest,” as old Mr, Farquhar 
of York says. Never forget there are a whole -lot 
of things more to be desired than great riches. One 
of them is independence, another its trotting mate, 
self-reliance. Abraham had God. What need had he 
of aught else? (Phil. 4:19.) In answer® to one of 
these notes a éarpenter of Battle Creek; Mich., wrote 
me to say that in spite of his trust in God and a life- 
long service, he had not gotten very far in the world. 
He said he owned his nice little home, had educated 
his family, all of whom had fine jobs as teachers (they 
were girls), had good health and a good job as car- 
penter, “But that is all.” “All!” Oh, boy! I-wish 

‘ou could read the letter I wrote him to show him 
he was one of the richest and most successful men in 
the United States, Look at him: Good’ home, good 
health, good family, good job, children educated — and 
all accomplished. with God alone and his own -good 
hands. Pray, what more? 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, — 


We 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a. leaflet eoptiniag the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents. in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejectéd by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 7% 
Preference "wil be sivem to Miustrations, wh sist partee 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” iat : 
Illustrations on other verses than the. Golden Text :are 
specially desired, 
needed. 





The Miracle of Salvation.—In all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us 
(Golden Text). A phrenologist, lecturing in a cer- 
tain town, declared his ability to tell any man’s nature 
from his head. A rough-faced, stern-looking man 
mounted the platform. After. a thorough examination 
of the subject, the lecturer described him as harsh, 
cold, and possessed of many disagreeable traits. The 
audience laughed derisively, for they knew their neigh- 
bor to be kind, genial, and benevolent. They told the 
professor that he had miserably failed to judge char- 
acter by his science. But the man himself was not 
amused; turning to the people he said: “Friends, you 
have heard portrayed exactly my nature before Jesus 
took possession of me, If there is any change, the 
honor belongs to him.”—From the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute Monthly. Sent by J. E, Williamson, Nottingham, 
Eng. = 


The Magnanimous Man.—And also brought again 
his brother Lot (v. 16). One of the finest descriptions 
of a magnanimous man to be found in all literature is 
Emerson’s brief characterization of Abraham Lincoln: 
“His heart was as great as the world, but there was no 
reom in it to hold the memory of a wrong.”—From 
Portraits and Principles: Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Norbury, LondongEng. 


A Thank Offering.—And he gave him tithes of all 
(v. 20). Years ago, a young friend who sewed for 
a dressmaker and had long been without work, ob- 
tained a position with a good dressmaker. She was 


poor, and had a blind, sick father, but joyously she gave 
in gratitude that her prayer 


her first week’s pay to God 


though some on the Golden Text are also 









































Lesson for May $ ~ 
Genesis 14 : 1-24 


for work had been answered. We thought 
of the many needs that we would have 
considered must be met first. God hon- 
ered her gift and greatly prospered her. 
Now she is living with this dressmaker 
as a loved younger sister and the work 
has been constant.—Sent by Laura A, Elli- 
son, Topsfield, Mass. 


The Tither’s Surprise.—Gave him a 
tenth of all (v. 20). The Christian who 
begins to tithe will have at least six sur- 
prises. He will be surprised: 1. At the 
amount of money he has for ‘the Lord’s 
work. 2. At the deepening of his spiritual 
life in paying the tithe. 3. At the ease 
in meeting his own obligations with the 
nine-tenths. 4. At the ease in going from 
one-tenth to larger giving. 5. At the 
preparation this gives to be a faithful and 
wise steward over the nine-tenths that 
remain. 6, At himself in not adopting the 
p.an sooner.—From World Service Bulle- 
tin. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy 
Creek, N. Y. 


True Giving.—And he gave him a tenth 
of all (v. 20). Once a little girl gave 
her mother this account of what she had 
learned in Sunday-school: “There was 
a poor woman who did not have any hus- 
band or any money, and she was awfully 
poor, and she went to church, and when 
they passed the contribution box she put 
in two mice, and that was the most that 
anybody put in.” Many people think of 
giving as “mice,” as a destructive pro- 
ceeding, eating and gnawing away at our 
possessions. On the other hand, whoever 
really gets into the spirit of the widow’s 
two mites knows that kind of giving is 
like seed-sowing. The seed may be very 
small, our gifts cannot be large, but if 
we do as well as we can, the harvest is 
rich. The “two mites” fill the granary ; 
they do not empty it like “mice.”—From 
the Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
-Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. Prise il- 
lustration, 


What John Wesley Left.—/ will not 
take any thing that is thine, lest thou 
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich 
(v. 23). Such, self-denial reminds one of 
John Wesley, of whom it has been said 
that “he left only two silver spoons — 
and the Methodist Church.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. Tay- 
lor, Winnipeg, Can. 


¥ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Faith is the victory.” 

“My grace is sufficient.” 
“God will take care of you.” 
“There is victory in Jesus.” 
“Victory in my soul.” 

“At the cross.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headimgs and numbers 
ef songs in the metrical psa book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“A Glorious Banner” (125 : 1-3). 
Psalm 60:1-5, 11, 12. 
“From God the Victery” (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 1-3, 32-37. 
“Joyful Hallelujahs” (297: 1, 3). 
Psalm 146 : 1-7. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112: 1-8. 
% 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the victory is not ours 
in our own strength. We thank thee that 
thou art ever mindful of our nteds, and that 
in times of distress or crisis thou art not 
forgetful of our helpless state, apart from thy 
strength. When the enemy is strong and 
keen against us, thou art more than equal 
in thine infinite power to his attacks. May 
we rest confidently in thee, deriving our cour- 
age and our faithfulness not from: imagined 
ability on our own part, but from thy prom- 
ises and thy power. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Again and again in 
the Bible story God’s infinitely power- 
ful touch is directed to the saving of his 
servants. Today you and I are facing 
conditions that we could not overcome at 
all in our own strength. If we were to 
measure the forces of evil flung against 
us in these days, without remembering 
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who it is on whose side we are, and what 
his promises are, and his power, we should 
indeed be discouraged. But the God oi 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob is 
our God, and he has not ceased to use 
his power to overcome in our behalf, as 
children of his, Why should we be afraid? 
Why should we lack courage in the face 
of difficulty? “If God be for us, who can- 
be against us?” Let us repeat tcgether 
the Golden Text, and then bow our heads 
in prayer, thanking God for the great 
truth that is in that text, — “In all these 
things. we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” Let us pray. 





NOT (VONQUERED BY SIN 
MORE THAN \JONQUERORS OVER 


THROUGH CHRIST 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


LONG period of time has elapsed 

and many important events have 
taken place since last week’s lesson, and 
this week’s lesson brings us to a new set 
of faces, names, and places. So we shail 
need to go back and bridge the gap for 
the children. Recall: God’s covenant with 
Noah, in which the sinning earth peopie 
were given another trial, with many priv- 
ileges and promises, 

The people soon began to multiply 
again. They did not live so long as the 
people lived before the flood, but they 
lived much longer than people do today. 
And then they lived together in one great 
tribe, working together, and speaking the 
same language. Thus they had power to 
do great things. The sin which had crept 
into the hearts of the earth people made 
it always easy for them to do wrong; 
and the enemy who persuaded them to dis- 
obey in the garden was ever ready to lead 
them into wrong doing. They set to work 
to build a great tower that would reach 
to Heaven. We do not know just why 
they wanted to build such a great tower, 
but God saw they were not using their 
great power for good; so he scattered 
them, grouping them into different nations 
with different ianguages. The different 
nations worshiped many different gods, 
and soon the worship of the true God was 
almost unknown. 

The people had forgotten God, but he 





had not forgotten them, One day he went 
to a city called Ur where the people wor- 
shiped the moon, and talked with a man 
named Abram, asking him to leave his 
home and his people and go to another 
country. Abram obeyed and God made a 
wonderful covenant with him, promising 
to give him the country to which he came, 
and to make him a blessing to all the 
world. Abram. believed God and _ built 
him an altar. Lot, Abram’s brother’s 
son, went with Abram and both had great 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, and 
their servants quarreled. over the cattle’s 
pastures. So Abram told Lot it would be 
best for them to separate, and Lot looked 
out over a well-watered plain where there 
were good pasture lands, and acted very 
selfishly by choosing what he thought 
to be the very best for himself. While 
his cattle and sheep were grazing in the 
finest sort of pastures, with the servants 
cating for them, Lot lived with his fam- 
ily in Sodom, a city of the plain. Now 
Sodom was a very sinful city, but Lot 
remained there anyway. Abram let God 
choose a home for him. So God came to 
him and to'd him to look as far as he 
could, and that all the land he could see 
would be his. 

After Lot had lived in Sodom for a 
time, the kin of that land got into war. 
Lot, with the men of Sodom, was taken 
prisoner and was carried far away — 
nearly two hundred miles. When Abram 
learned what had happened to his nephew, 
he did not say, “That is what he gets for 
being so seifish; he ought to have known 
better than to have lived in that wicked 
city.” No, he was as sorry as could be 
that Lot had made such a mistake, and set 
to work at once to get his nephew out of 
the hands of his captors. Abram had 318 
trained servants in his camp, so he armed 
these servants, and some of his neighbors 
went with him; and they overtook the 
kings who had captured the people of 
Sodom, and took all the captives and 
goods out of their hands and carried them 
back to Sodom. On the way he met the 
king of Sodom coming to thank him for 
his great service. Another king met 
Abram, too—Melchizedek, king of Sa- 
lem, who also was a priest of the true God. 
Melchizedek gave Abram bread and wine 
and blessed him, calling him Abram of 
the Most High God, possessor of Heaven 
and earth. The king of Sodom offered 
Abram all the goods he and his men had 
taken from.the enemy-kings. Abram told 
him to give the young men their, portion. 
As for himself, he served a King who 
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Abram--dwelt in the plain of Mamre,which ts in 


Hebron’=(fellowship) cen. 
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was possessor of Heaven and earth and 
he would not take a thing from the king 
of Sodom —~* 

Now Abram won this victory over the 
kings, and was able to help Lot out of 
trouble because he trusted in God and 
obeyed him. 

Sing “Trust and Obey.” 

Curnton, S. C. 

We 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





Mew the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Ha!” 

Discussion: What was Abram’s strong- 
est quality? Let every fellow express 
his preference. Is it possible for you to 
have that quality? How can you acquire 
it? 


Objective: Take a hazard for Christ. 











~AY; fellows, Abram was a dead game 

J sport. No other mere human in the 
Bible, nor in all history, for that matter, 
so challenges me—so: stirs up my spirit 
to adventure— as does Abram, or Abra- 
ham, as he came afterward to be. The 
difference between those two names is 
simply “ha.” God tested him and found 
him faithful, and he crowned his life 
with a smile, as he ushered him into a 
larger place in the divine scheme of 
things. 

Abram first showed his fiber when he set 
forth upon a journey with an unknown 
destination, “not knowing whither he 
went” (Heb. 11:8), for no other reason 
than that God told him to do it. Again, 
he showed he was. a. good sport when he 
gave Lot his choice of the land, and was 
willing to take what was left. Lot was 
quick to seize the privilege and doubtless 
chuckled over what he conceived to be his 
advantage. I imagine Abram was rather 
disgusted with his nephew; but when he 
learned that Lot and his family had been 
carried away captives by the four invad- 
ing kings of the north, Abram showed 
himself a true patriot by promptly giving 
chase, with a force very inferior in nume 
ber. But my! Those “three hundred and 
eighteen trained men” had the fightin 
spirit, and under Abram, their intrepi 
leader, they did about as quick and neat 
a job of squashing those four-flushers as 
one would care to see. They chased them 
all the way to Dan, and then to Hobah, 
beyond Damascus. They not only res- 
cued Lot and his family from their 
ge but returned also with much 
spoil. 

Now, here again, Abram rises as a clean 
player, By-right of conquest, he could 
have claimed the spoil, but it had belonged 
to Sodom, and he retprned every bit of 
that which he held. 

There is something so high and honor- 
able and clean about Abram that one natu- 
rally looks to find his secret, and, fellows, 
I think I’ve got it. This man was just 
so sure that his life and his fate were in 
God’s hands that he did not hesitate to 
get up and go anywhere where duty called. 
Humanly speaking, Abram was the great- 
est broadcaster of all time. He broad- 
casted the Hebrew race, and even our 
Lord Jesus Christ was included in that 
broadcasting. He broadcasted to all suc- 
ceeding ages the first sample of an all- 
wool and a yard-wide faith. He is the 
“father of the faithful.” Moses and Paul 
and John and all their imitators had their 
receiving sets tuned for catching Abram’s 
faith in God. And, fellows, you know 
what it is that springs radio waves. They 
emanate from a spark gap. The current 
must leap across the space between the 
two poles to make its impact upon®? : 
ether. It is in the act of leaping —clear- 
ing absolutely its hold upon one base, be- 
fore finding another—that the electric 
en starts a message that encircles the 
earth, 

Do you get it, fellows? You have got 
to have faith enough to turn loose, and 
for a time, if only an instant, be in sus- 
pense — confident suspense — before your 
life can register a real message. One side 
of the spiritual spark gap is yourself and 
the other side is Christ. 

Are you ready for the leap, fellows? 

Greewsszoro, N. C. 4 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “The friend of God’ —the friend of 
man, 
z. “This commandment have we from 


him, that he who’ loveth God love his 
brother also.” 











VERYBODY in the school knew that 

Martha was “just the best girl in the 
world,” an outstanding young Christian in 
the consistency of her every act, but she 
was such a quiet and truly modest girl 
that she was not thought of as a great 
favorite. But one day the basket ball 
teams, both the “first” and the “subs,” 
were on their way home from a happy 
victory over a team in a near-by town. 
There was a sudden skid of one of the 
returning cars into an embankment, some 
hard jars and bruises, three girls were 
painfully hurt, and Martha shocked into 
temporary unconsciousness. There were 
some hours of painful suspense in the 
homes of the girls before satisfactory 
telephone calls could come through, after 
the emergency doctor’s verdict. It was 
during those hours that Martha's mother 
said to her father, “I know just what 
Martha said when she first regained con- 
sciousness, as well as if I had been there.” 
“What?” inquired her father, loving his 
one dear daughter but not understanding 
her as well as her mother. “‘I sure am 
glad it was not the first team, but only 
us subs that got knocked out,’” quoted 
the mother, smiling quietly and a bit tear- 
fully at the same time. It was the next 
afternoon, when Martha was resting in 
own home bed after weary hours of the 
slow journey home, that she looked up at 
this understanding mother with a smile 
on her bruised and swollen face with the 
words (overheard by father), “Mother, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ABRAM AND THE KINGS 


ee 


Gen, |4:11-13. 
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thete is one thing I certainly am glad of 
— that- it was not the car with the first 
team in it that got wrecked — only ours” 
(the subs). 

1. It was Abraham, called in Scrip- 
ture “the friend of God,” whose daily 
life was one of deep faith, who loved his 
selfish nephew enough to risk life and 
property to rescue from his enemies and 
take from his victory not so much as a 
shoelatchet for himself. We can count 


| on a true friend of God being also an un- 


4 





selfish friend of his fellow men — as Mar- 
tha is, as much as Abraham of old was. 


2. Is it a far cry from an early chap- 
ter in Genesis to a late chapter in one of 
John’s letters —.from the earliest revela- 
tion of what true faith and love are to one 
of the last words of inspiration on this 
same theme? Ask your girls (after tell- 
ing them this littie life story) to read 
aloud Genesis 14: 10-24 and then turn at 
once to 1 John 4:20, 21.. They may not 
be entirely clear on just who those “four 
kings with five” were, or why that ancient 
raid, or who Melchizedek was, but they 
cannot miss the point that Abraham obeyed 


this commandment (given through John), | 
that he who loves God must love his | 
brother also. Certainly this story ought | 


to make Abraham with his faith a more 
real person, whose courage and generosity 
proved the reality of his love for God. 


Home Study 

Study these references to Abraham as 
the friend of God: 2 Chronicles 20:7; 
James 2:23; Isaiah 41:8. Note the pro- 
gression. Then read Genesis 18:17 in 
connection with John 15: 15. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
: (On the lesson of May 2) 

1. Like Abraham, he “staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief’? (Rom. 4: 
20), but obeyed God in faith (Gen. 6 : 22), and 
like Enoch, he “walked with God” (Gen. 6: 
9). 

2. The conclusion of that same verse, Gene- 


sis 6:6, is “and it grieved him at his heart.” | 


Is not this the inner meaning, to him,.of those 
other words? Are there any words in the 
Bible more revealing of his love for all men? 


3. From the rain of heaven and the rising, 
or overflow, of the “great deep’’—plainly indi- 
cating the rising and. submerging of great 
land-surfaces during those forty days of rain 
(Gen. 7: 11, 12). 


4. All hy house (Gen. 7:1). 


5. One year and ten days (Gen. 7:11; 8:| 


13, 14). 
6. Read Hebrews 11: 7 and Acts 16: 31. 
7- The punishment for murder (Gen. 9 : 6). 
8. Genesis 9 : 1-19 contains that covenant in 


full, of which “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, | 


by man shall his blood be shed”? (Gen. 9 : 5, 6) 
is one provision, the highest act of authority 
in man’s government over man. 


9. He promised never to destroy the earth | 


with a flood (Gen. 9 : 15). 


1o. The marginal reading of Genesis 9 ? 13, 
“I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for a token of a covenant,” is “I have set,” 
etc., indicating that the “setting” or appear- 
ing was a past act of God, but the declara- 
tion that from this time it “shall be for a 
token” of God’s covenant with Noah gave it 
at this time a new significance to men. (See 
American Standard Version.) 


11. Certainly not God, but rather man, but 


if God remembers his oovenant as he looks | 


upon it, no less should man. Man so readily 
forgets God’s promises and mercies. 


12, Of the mercy and protection of God, 


under which man continues to live. 


13. Not that it was to be abolished, but that | 


never again would the earth be destroyed by 
water. Some day it will be judged by -fire 
(2 Pet. 3 : 3-11). : 

14. The frequent mention which he makes of 
it within the space of a few sentences. 

15. “While the earth remaineth, .seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease” (Gen. 8 : 22) gives God’s own words oi 
promise upon accepting Noah's sacrifice. 

16. Compare Genesis 9 : 20-23 and Genesis 
20 : I-13. 

17. Matthew 2 : 37. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 16. How to Use the Bible. Acts 8 : 26-35; 
Psa, 1 : 1-6. 

May 23. How Is Christ Changing China? 
Isa. 61 : 1-3. (Missionary meeting.) 

May 30. Lessons from God’s Pioneers in All 
Ages. Heb. 11 : 8-10, 17-22, . 

June 6. How May We Create and Spread 
Happiness? Matt. 5:1-12; Acts 8 : 4-8. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, May 9 

How to Build Happy Homes 
(Eph. 6 : 1-10) 
(Mothers’ Day) 





Mon.—Build with love (John 13 : 35): 
Tues.—With. forbearance (Gen. 45 : 24). 
Wed.—With discipline (Prov. 13 : 24). 
Thers.—With courtesy (Rom. 12: 10). 
Fri—With helpfulness (Luke 10 : 38-42). 
Sat.—With truthfulness (Eph. 4 : 20-25). 











What is most important in making home 
happy? 

What is the effect of selfishness in the 
home? , 


What can each do to make home happy? 


Bit SUNDAY tells the story of a 
minister who was making calis. When 
he rang the bell of a certain home a Jittle 
girl opened the door. He asked for her 
mother, and she asked, “Are you sick?” 
He said that he wasn’t and she asked, 
“Are you hurt??? Again he said, “No.” 
Then she asked if he knew of anyone sick 
or injured. When ke replied that he did 
not, she said, “Then you can’t see 
mamma, for she prays from nine to ten 
o'clock.” It was then twenty minutes 
after nine, but he sat down and waited 
| forty minutes to see her. At ten o'clock 
she came in with the light of glory on her 
face, and he knew why that home was so 
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bright; he knew why her two sons were 
in the theological seminary and her -giri 
was a missionary. “All hell cannot tear 
a boy or girl away from a mother like 
that,” comments Mr. Sunday. 
+ 4 

We may not all be so fortunate as to 
have that kind of praying mother, and 
yet most of us do have mothers who pray 
for us. Few of us will ever know, in th.s 
life, just what our mothers’ prayers have 
meant. But some day we shall under- 
stand and value the restraining and 
Strengthening influence of a praying 
mother. Truly there is no more import- 
ant factor in making the home happy 
than a Christian ‘mother, and we shou.d 
thank God from the bottom. of our hearts 
if we have been privileged to have such 
a mother, for no matter how tender or 
loving: she may be she is fulfilling her 
highest mission in the home only as, de- 
pending on God for strength and wisdom, 
she is directing the thoughts of the home 
life toward him. - 


But even with a consecrated Christian 
mother the happiness in a home cannot 
be all that God intends it should be un- 
less we do our part. The teaching of 
God’s Word is very clear as to the obe- 
dience and honor that children owe their 
parents, and God’s promise for the keep- 
ing of this commandment is very definite. 
He promises that it will be well with-us 
and that we will have long life (Eph. 6: 


3; Exod. 20:12). ‘Some one has pointed ° 


out the faithfulness with which the Jews 
and the Chinese have honored their par- 


ents, and both of these nations are noted — 


for their longevity. Even among~ the 
heathen God’s promises fail not. 
we 

But as Christians there is a much. bet- 
ter reason for honoring our parents than 
the hope of long life. Until we come to 
the age of accountability our parents stand 
in the place of God, in their relationship 
to us, and before God they are respon- 
sible for their children, so that, even 
should our parents not be Christians, un- 
less their wishes are directly contrary to 








| Suitable Textbooks for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The Apostles as Everyday Men, Thompson, 0c. 
How to Study the Four Gospels, Thomas, 25c. 


Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament, Haig, $1. 
Your Study Bible, Weddell, $1.25. 
A Supplemental Bible Question Course, Smith, 90c. 


Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ, with 
Outline Harmony, Croscup, ‘$1.25. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools, Howard, 75c. 
Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls, Lewis, 0c. 


Bible Alphabets and Memory Work, Pearce, 25c. 
500 Bible Story Questions and Answers, Scoville, 50c. 
The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories, Smith, 90c. 


Chart of Jewish National History, Byington, 25c. 
Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, Arnold, 25c. 
Chart of Paul’s Journeyings, Arnold, 25c. 


Christ the Key to Scripture, Scroggie, 25c. 
Illustrations on the Beatitudes, Eastwood, 75¢. 


Summer Bible Schools 









A catalog describing each of these books will be sent free upon request, 
or copies of the books themselves will be sent on approval. 
On orders under $5, please add 10 percent for postage. 
Special prices will be quoted for quantities. 
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Lesson for May 9 
Genesis 14 : 1-24 


God’s Word or those that we cannot con- 
scientiously follow and still be loyal to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we owe them im- 
plicit obedience. 

Too often today the order is reversed, 
as though the commandment read, “Par- 
ents, obey your children.” But one thing 
we ‘may sure of, lawlessness in the 
home breeds lawlessness outside the home, 
H the love of the Lord Jesus Christ is 


‘in our hearts, we will want to obey our 


parents, because God’s Word tells us that 
we should, and because in so doing we 
please our Lord and Master. 
ve 

It is said that when Washington was 
sixteen years old, he determined to leave 
home and be a midshipman in the colonial 
navy. After he had sent off his baggage, 
he bade his mother good-by. She wept 
so bitterly because he was going away that 
he said to the negro servant, “Bring back 
my trunk. I am not going to make my 
mother suffer so by leaving.” He re- 
mained at home to please his mother, and 
this decision led to his becoming a sur- 
veyor and afterward a soldier, and opened 
up the glorious career as the Father of 
his Country that we are so familiar with. 

How often do we stop to consider when 
we are about to do some forbidden thing, 
just how much that act will make our 
mother or our father suffer? Here the 
simple observance of the rule laid down 
by our Master, “As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them like- 
wise” (Luke 6:31), will often imstantly 
show us the foolishness and the selfish- 
ness of insisting upon doing those things 
that gratify our own desires and yet dis- 
“please our parents. 


There is still another great part we 
may have in making the home happy, if 


. there are any members of our families 


that do not belong to the -Lord Jesus 
€hrist. It is often the hardest kind of 
personal work to win a member of your 
own family to~Christ, and the sad part 
of it is that it is so because members of 
our families know us more intimately 
than do any others. Inconsistencies in 
our lives as followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ often keep the unsaved of our fam- 


~ jlies from accepting him. This thought 


eught to drive us to our knees, if there 


is one in our family who does not know 


Ge Sanday Schoo! Fines 








Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 


” Hished weekly at the following rates, pay- 


. The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, 


able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and som 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. : 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either. to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. : 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN. SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
en a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate- plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 


_ ‘any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 


versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 


- That is: one Copy, one year, $2.50; five or 


more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 
The Dy a is not sent to any subscriber 
beyon e time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


1631 Walnut Street, Pa. 
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Christ, and our prayers should go up to 
God that he will so keep us, moment by 
moment, that we shall always present a 
true likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
x 

There is no more powerful influence in 
breaking down, a strong and determined 
resistance to God than love, and if our 
lives can truly radiate the love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the home, under 
every sort of trying and impossible con- 
dition, it will be well-nigh impossible 
for any members of our families to hold 
out against the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
a joy to know too, that we can claim that 
definite promise in Acts 16:31, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house,” that we can lit- 
erally claim unsaved members of our fam- 
ilies for Christ. There is no greater serv- 
ice that we can render in building a happy 
home than to be used by the Master in 
bringing all of its members to know and 
serve him. ‘6 


Is my home a happy home in the highest 
sense that God intends it to be? 


How am I ‘hindering its happiness? 
How faithful am I in praying for the mem:- 
bers of my family? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 


In. His Way. By Len G. Broughton. 
(Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.50.) Does God have a plan for every, 
life? <A little mountaineer -girl believed 
this, and started to make it the purpese 
of her life to find his plan and follow 
it at any cost. It gave her the impetus 
to study and prepare herself as she be- 
lieved God wanted her to be a missionary, 
in China, although there seemed ne- pos- 
sible way for her to receive the necess 
training. And God did not fail the fait 
of his humble child. Her education and 
training were provided for, and with 
vision still clear and single to that one 
purpose of serving the Lord in China she 
went ou, refusing even to be turned aside 
by a wonderful love which became second 
only to her passion for fulfilling Ged’s 
plan for her life. work. A sweet, whole- 
some story of strong and winsome young 
womanhood. 


E. G. F. Hall, Pioneer and Hero. 
(Worldwide Evangelization Crusade, 33, 
St. Clair Gardens, Toronto, 50 cents; or 19 
Highland Road,, Upper Norwood, London, 
S. E, 19, 1 shilling six pence; postage, 2 
pence extra.) It is refreshing to be re- 
minded that the heroes of the cross are 
not all folded within the pages of ancient 
history. A few years ago a young officer 
in the Royal Air Force of the British 
army was brought to a saving knowledge 
of Christ. Soon he became possessed of 
a deep yearning for the souls of the mil- 
lions of Indians in the heart of South 
America, and went out in 1924 as a 
pioneer in the Heart of Amazonia Mis- 
sion. The book consists largely of his 
own journal, which reveals an amazing 
spiritual devotion and a series of hard- 
ships which after seven months proved too 
much for him and he succumbed to fever. 
There are several illustrations and maps. 
The tragedy and triumph of this yielded 
life will be certain to reinforce the faith 
of every reader. 


Loose Leaf Elementary Bible History. 
(Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Mo., 85 cents.) The entire unfolding 
Bible story is here in unusual form. There 
are fifty loose sheets about 6x8 inches, 
each numbered, and containing Scripture 
selections beginning with the creation. and 
going on through the history of the 
Chosen People, the kings and prophets, 
then through the Gospels, with the prin- 
cipal events in the life of. Christ, . his 
crucifixion and ascension, and the descent 
of the Holy Spirit. On one side of each 
sheet is an artistic and exquisitely. col- 
ored picture illustrating the story, a se- 
lected appropriate text for the picture and 
a brief statement of the spiritual teaching 
and application. On the reverse side the 
Scripture itself is given without change, 
except omission. of chapter - and: verse. 








house! 





Small superior figures refer the reader to 
brief, illuminating footnotes explaining 
and defining the words and terms in the 
text. The set of sheets is contained in 
folded cardboard cover, and is a useful 
whoie Bible study course for the elemen- 
tary grades, 
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Brave Dora 
By Maud C, Jackson 


ORA was the oldest child in th 
family. She was only a little gir 
when her father and mother moved to 
the new farm with her and her three lit- 
tle brothers. Ofcourse, Dora was. very 
busy. She helped her mother while her 
father was away in the field: at work. 
She ran errands and sang to the baby. 
And she played with Owen and Frank in 
the shade of the big cottonwood tree by 
the kitchen door. They could not go 
far from the house, because they might 
be lost in the tall wild grass, which grew 
all about except where father had begun 
plowing with the new plow. The nearest 
neighbor lived nearly a mile away. 
One evening father was gone very late. 
Baby Jimmy had been sick and mother 


_was trying to care for him. The big 


round moon had come up and was smiling 
at Dora and Owen through thé kitchen 
window. Then mother called in a very 
anxious tone from the sitting room, 
“Dora, Dora, baby is worse, and’ I must 
have some medicine for him. There isn’t 
a drop in the house. You will have to 
run over to Mrs. Walker’s as fast as you 
can go-and borrow some from her.” 

It was a warm summer night, and Dora 
was not a bit afraid as .she ran. down 
the trail which led to Mrs. Walker’s 
house. She could see their light on a dis- 
tant hill beyond the woods. That is, 
Dora was not afraid until she came to 
the woods, because the moon was shining 
so brightly. But in the woods the shad- 
ows lay deep and thick. Dora knew the 
way and the strip of woods was not very 


_wide, but she did not like the darkness 


and shadows, Then suddenly, very close 
to her she heard a strange voice: It 
said, “Who—who?” Dora’s heart al- 
most stopped beating, and her legs trem- 
bled so she could scarcely move. She 
stopped and tried to find voice enough to 
tell this strange person who she was. 
How she longed to turn and race back 
home to mother and the boys and baby 
Jimmy. But ah! When she thought about 
baby Jimmy she remembered how sick 
he was and how anxious her mother had 
seemed about him, No, she must go on. 

But again that strange voice came to 
her, “Who— who?” 

“Oh, what shall I do?” thought Dora. 
And just then she remembered something 
she had learned at Sunday-school the Sun- 
day before. The teacher had told her 
that God was always with her wherever 
she was. 

“And I guess he is in the woods, just 
the same as out there where the moon 
is shining,” thought Dora. 

So she said quite: boldly, “I am Dora 
Deeming. Who are you?” 

At the sound of her voice a great ow! 
flapped his wings and flew across a patch 
of moonlight right in front of her. And 
then Dora knew there was no one in the 
woods. It was the big owl who said, 
“Who —who ?” ie 

How she laughed as she scampered on 
through the woods to the neighbor’s 
And how she raced back home 
with the precious medicine! And; oh, how 
relieved mother was to see Jimmy be- 
come quiet and fall asleep after taking 


‘the medicine! 
As mother bent over to kiss: Dora good- 


night later that night, she whispered, 
“You are my brave, brave little daughter.” 

Then Dora said, “No, r, I was 
an awful coward at first.. Then I remem- 
bered that Ged. was there, too. After 


this I’m not going anywhere without him.” 


And she told her mother about the owl 
in the woods... 


LAWRENCE, KAN. 


$2.60. 
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“* The human intestinal tract is the most prolific source 
of disease.’’— Prof. Foges, Vienna. 


LAZY COLON 


(Large Intestine) 


§ ie: E publishers 


believe this 
book on intest- 
inal stasis (con- 
Stipation and al- 
lied disorders), 
based on the ex- 
perience of over 
300 physicians 
and scientists of 
international 
reputation, who 
are either digest- 
ed or quoted, is 
Hone of the most 
important o ffer- 
ings of the dec- 
ade. Among these is Sir Herman Weber, 
leading medical authority on Longevity, who 
prolonged his own life to 95. (Picture above.) 








Not a health book in the ordinary sense or 
given to theories or fads, but carefully written 
by competent people to.meet a general need 
for authentic information of the wewer 
methods since the first use of X-rays in 1907, 
only seven years before the World War, in 
the treatment of this menacing condition. 
~That date marked an epoch in the successful 
study of the intestinal tract. 


Many re-orders. The president of a large 
corporation of New York, ordering six addi- 
tional books, says: ‘‘I intend to give the six 


additional copies to friends, The book is so 

sensible and full of helpful information clearly 
resented that I think it will be prized in any 
ome,”’ 


16th Thousand in 4 months. 
Judge E. H. Gary, head of U. S. Steel: ‘‘It is a 


fine piece of work and I congratulate you.”’ 
Prof. John Dewey, Columbia University, N. Y.: 
‘*L read the book with much interest, parts of it 
several times. You have rendered us all a 
service by making this. material available.’’ 


Martin W. Barr, M.D., noted physician and 
author: “Sat up most of last night reading this 
delightful and masterly book.’’ 

Dr. J. H. Kellogg, Battle Creek Sanitarium : 

« An excelleat work, which will no doubt have 

a large sale.”’ 
PARTIAL LIST OF 37 CHAPTER TITLES 


Biggest Dividends in Life Paid by a Healthy’ 
Colon ; How Microscopic Plant Life Promotes Put- 
refaction in the Colon; Surprising Theories of Water 
Drinking; Mysteries of the Intestine Revealed by 
X-ray Investigators; Some Curious Causes of Intest- 
inal Stasis; Startling ‘Iheories of Self-Poisoning; 
Hardening of the Arteries and Blood Pressure; Pur- 
gatives— Their Proper and Improper Use; Infection 
of the Small Intestine from Colon; Greatest Menace 
of All; Intelligent Use of the Enema; The Coated Ton- 
> Cause and Meaning; Is Sugar of Milk the 

ng Sought Remedy; New Light on Longevity; 
Use of Tobacco; Good Complexion; Loss of Hair 
and Bad Teeth. 


By Charles M. Campbell and A. K. Detwiller, 
M.D. New and enlarged edition, $2.50; by mail, 
The Publishers thoroughly endorse this book. 


Privilege of examination for & days when it 
can be returned in good condition for refunder. 


EDUCATIONAL PRESS 


36 West 9th Street Dept. 32 New York 


TEMPTATION 


WHAT IT IS, AND 
HOW TO MEET IT 


By Philip E. Howard 
CONTENTS 

What is Temptation? 
The Peril of Careless Thinking 
The Folly of “Just This Once” _. 
Running Past the Signals “ 
Meeting the Unexpected Test 
The Middle-Life Test 
Down—and Out? 
When Tempted to Doubt 
Shall We Welcome Temptation ? 
The Way Out 


Cloth, 75 cents; postage, § cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pe. 


In ordering 
concernin 











8, or in making inquiry 
anything advertised in this paper, 


you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
that you saw the ad- 
unday School Times. 
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Investments 


which are 


Safe, Profitable and 
Convenient 


Our Annuity Bonds are Safe. The 
American Bible Society has been is- 
suing Annuity Bonds for more than fifty 
years without loss to a single one of 
its hundreds of investors. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Profitable. 
The rate is as high as 9%. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Convenier* 
When desired two or more persons 
may be protected by a single bond. 
Annuity payments are made punc- 
tually and without any trouble on the 
part of the annuitant. 


Write for Booklet No. J-16, which 
will tell you what our Annuity Bonds 
will do for you. 


American Bible Society 


Bible House, Astor Pl., New York, N. Y. 











The recently published Memoir entitled 


“FENTON HALL” 


Pioneer and Hero 
proves that the spirit of sacrifice and devotion 
is still alive today. 
The diaries of his journey to Amazohia, his 
determined efforts to press on to unreached 
tribes of Indians and the sufferings of his last 
weeks on earth are records of the ‘ mye go 
— gallantry’ of a good soldier of Jesus 


It is just the book to put into the hands of 
young men and women, to show them what 
real consecration and the missionary call 
mean—and cost. 
~ * of + * 
PUBLISHED BY THE 


WORLDWIDE ij mama > CRUSADE 
And Heart of Amazonia Mission 
HEADQUARTERS IN CANADA 
33, St. Clair Gardens, Toronto. 
Price, 50 cents, Post Free, 


YOU WILL NEED THESE! 


“ Bird’s Eye-View of Ganagle Enatue Lavitions. ve 
Each conjains Map Outline, C 
oi God Heal Sickness ?” By Rev. Henry 


ell, 
All sent postpaid for fifty cents. 


BIRD’S EYE Ly peor COMPANY 
LONG BEACH, CALIF. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno, Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables. Hymn Boards.Coilection Plates.eic. 











| ea Africa General Mission (the Rev. 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday . 

School 8, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee.’ 


May 3 to 9 


Mon.—Genesis 13 ; 7-18. 
Abram and Lot’s Choice. 


Referring back to chapters 11:31 and 
12:1, it will be seen-that God had com- 
manded Abram to “get thee out .. . from 
thy kindred.” Was it perfect obedience 
on Abram’s part to have Terah and Lot 
accompany him to Haran, and Lot to 
Canaan? May not Abram’s “incomplete 
obedience” have been responsible for the 
“wasted years” at Haran, and for all his 
subsequent trouble with Lot? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all the 
thousands of God’s children who feel 
keenly their sense of need; and even more 
for the multiplied thousands who have lit- 
tle or no sense of their spiritual poverty. 
Pray for the indifferent, the self-right- 
cous, the self-complacent, some of whom 
PROFESS a high degree of afte attain- 
ment, 

Tues.—Genesis 14 : 13-24. 

Abram and the Kings. 


Lot, the worldly-minded wealth-seeker, 
must have been a weight to Abram, but 
under God weights become wings; and so 
out of this present circumstance came 
great blessing —the meeting with Mel- 
chizedek; also the revelation to us of 
Abram’s unselfish and magnanimous char- 
acter, utterly devoid of covetousness, 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who have little or no concern for the sal- 
vation of others. Are there not even 
some professing “holiness people’ who 
never so muchas INVITE the unsaved to 
Christ, much less persuade them to accept 
him as personal Saviour? And, alas, are 
there not some who faithfully read this 
column who are unfaithful witnesses? 
Wed.—Romans 8 : 31-39. 
Conquering through Christ. 

God in Christ “for us’ (v. 31) ; God in 
Christ giving us “all things” (v. 32); 
God in Christ justifying us (v. 33) ; God 
in Christ interceding “for us” (v. 34). 
“Who shall separate us” from such a love 
as this? Nothing! “Killed” we may be, 
but “more than conquerors” we are, 
through Christ! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : A woman writes: 
“Please pray for the healing of my stut- 
tering daughter.” Another: “Pray for 
the salvation of my brother, a most pro- 
fane and ungodly man. Pray also for a 
nephew.” Another: “My brother is a 
church deacon, but is profligate and a blas- 
phemer. Pray for him.” 
Thurs.—Hebrews 5: 1-16. 

Melchizedek a Type of Chcist. 

“After the order of Melchizedek” (vs. 
6, 10). See Scofield’s note on verse 6; 
also on Genesis 14: 18, especially the lat- 
ter. Those who have access to a Jamie- 
son, Fausset and Brown’s Commentary 
will do well to read the extended and edi- 
fying remarks on verses 7 to 9. Neither 
the Authorized nor Revised Version 
makes clear the real meaning, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


Bowen, General Secretary, 23 Flat- 
bush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.); and for 
its II0 white missionaries, 250 native 
evangelists, 30 main stations, and 130 out- 
stations. Pray for ALL Missions laboring 
in Africa, 

Fri.—Hebrews 7 : 1-17. 
The Greatness of Melchizedek. 


“Without father, without mother”; that 
is, without known ‘genealogy ; “whereas a 
Levitical priest could not dispense with 
the proof of his genealogy” (Fausset). 
See Nehemiah 7 : 6a i Melchizedele “abideth 
a priest continually” only in the sense 
that “the type remains in the antitype,” 
which is Christ. Otherwise we would 
have two. high priests abiding forever! 
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sociation (Mr. Samuel R. Boggs, Interna- 
tional President, Kensington Avenue 
Ontario Street, Philadelphia) is endeavor- 
ing to place 100,000 Bibles in the hotel 
bedrooms of the United States and Can- 
ada before June 30. Pray earnestly that 
this effort may succeed, 

Sat.—Hebrews 7 : 18-28. 

The Perfect High Priest. 


Let those who can, read this chapter a 
half dozen or more times, prayerfully and 
thoughtfully. It is one of the remarkable 
chapters of Hebrews, or indeed of the 
whole Bible, To get a real spiritual taste 
of Hebrews will be to fall in love with 
this book, and with the larger Book, in 
a new sense. God’s literature is as high 
— man’s as the heavens are above the 
eart 


PraYER Succestions: There are ap- 
proximately two million guest rooms in 
the hotels of the United States and Can- 
ada, in which to date the Gideons have 
placed over six hundred and seventy thou- 
sand Bibles. “Each Bible preaches three 
hundred and sixty-five sermons a year and 
works twenty-four hours a day.” “We 
beseech you,’ writes a Gideon officer, 
“pray for us and with us.” 


Sun.—Isaiah 61 : 1-6. Jesus the Liberator. 


Verses 1 to 3 refer primarily to Christ; 
and verses 4 to 6, to Israel in the early 
kingdom age. How many things was 
Christ commissioned to do? (Vs. 1 to 3. 
Some of these things are yet to be done.) 
And what things are to flow therefrom? 
(Vs, 3 to 6.) And all will come to pass. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
Christian mother in America, and every- 
where. Pray that God wilt restore to the 
church and to owr homes the “old-fash- 
toned mothers” of a generation or two 
ago. “Movie mothers” have become all too 
‘common, and cigarette-smoking mothers 
have also made their appearance. Pray! 











The Victorious Life 

















Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., May 28 to 31.—Prayer re- 
treat for those who have a burden of prayer 
for the threefold work of the Testimony, and 
especially for the summer conferences. There 
will be no set addresses. Meals and room, 
Friday supper to Tuesday breakfast, $7. _No 
registration fee, 

Keswick, N. J., June 26 to July 2.—Students’ 
Conference. Meals and room for conference 
period, $15. Registration fee, $3 additional. 

Keswick, N. J., July 10 to 18.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 addi- 
tional, 

Keswick, N. J., July 24 to August 1.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Meals and room for 
conference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 
additional. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 9 
to 15.—Victorious Life Conference. For rates 
and information address Mrs. C, F. Groth, 
12314 Ingomar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Keswick, N. J., August 21 to 29.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room fcr con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 ad- 
ditional. : 





Except as noted above, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless accompanied by 
registration fee. 


A Syrian Sunday School's 
Sacrifice for China 


OT only individuals, but Sunday- 
schools and churches and various 
societies ate heartily co-operating in the 
effort to send speedily a million Testa- 
ments to the People of -China. The Sun- 
day-school of the Church of the Open 
Door, and other organizations centering 
around the Los Angeles Bible Institute, 
recently sent more than $800 for the work. 
A Sunday-school of less than 300 mem- 
bers in Grand Rapids, Mich., raised over 
A Chinese Mission in Chicago re- 

cently contributed $so. 
But perhaps the most heroic and self- 





Prayer Succestions: The Gideon As- 


and|\of Mt. Lebanon, Syria. 


(Lesson for May 9) APRIL 24, 1926 % 


school came from Miss Fareedeh el Akle 
She sent six 
Syrian pounds, or 120 francs with the 
following letter : 

“T read about the appeal for China, 
I was deeply impressed, and I spoke about 
it to my Sunday-school, and we had a lit- 
tle collection for the Million Testament 


contributed a small sum, too. I am asking 
the American Press in Beirut to forward 
the money to you, 

“It is a very little sum that we are 
sending. It is the widow’s mite,*but God 
is able to bless it. Earnest prayers will 
follow it, too. 

“One of our Sunday-school members 
has volunteered to put the article, ‘Mend- 
ing Broken China,’ mto Arabic, and we 
are sending it to the Boustan (a little 
Sunday-school paper) that other schools 
might become interested, 

“I know we cannot do much out here, 
for the need at our very doors is very 
great, caused by the war that is raging 
in our poor country. Many have been 
rendered homeless and penniless in the 
face of the coming winter months. Many 
of them are women and children, with 
nothing but the clothes they stand in, hav- 
ing indeed barely escaped with their lives 
from their ruined homes. 

“I want to ask you to remember us and 
our country in your re May God 
bless your work.” 

Will you ask God what is your respon- 
sibility for China? The need is be 
and time is precious. Will you page aily 
for the Million Testaments 
Campaign? Gifts may be sent to them 
at 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 





Children’ 
Not only NEW but alco DIFFERENT. 
Samples free to Ministers, Supt’s and Committees 
Examine these and be convinced. 
PATHS OF Se aerone by 2, ——— Hall. Beauti- 
ful lyrics,and 
is ok with 
HEROINES OF HIS WORD. ie se ae 
tion. Seat sings et ast “ee A Novettv. 
PORTALS OF HIS S. This service in- 
cludes a Tableau— — = also The Indoor 
Garden and dial agri st Coin. Music by 
Dr. Geibel for en sch if 
LASSICS NO. 4. Great music of the world’s mas- 
* -ters, arranged for Sunday School singing. 
GARDEN he. outs 1 LOVE. This is termed a ‘‘Mixed 
Service of its great variety. 

A OWNING. DAY. A cos ete easy service 
= " li departments by W. A. S' re wker. . 
CHILDREN: S DAY HELPER, 10. 12 

Colored cover, Easy reel Plenty of material for 

the little chifdeen y recitations, exercises, 

_ songs, etc., 28c each. No returnable sample sent. 
CHILDREN’S DAY SPECIALS, NO. 2 

Cont: did, worth while things for you: 

a ae igorous an and helpful 1, 28c caok. Ne re = 

fareabis samples sen 





ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. | Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 218 S 
Wabash Avenas, icago, ill. 





[ar OF PAGEAN TS—— 


AND ALL OTHER SUPPLIES FOR 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


BE SURE TO SEND TO 
Box 439 


91 Seventh Ave. 
New York, N. ¥. 


“ Catalog and Samples” on request 


Mother’s Day Programs 


Send 10c in stamps for packet containing 
a variety. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 
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A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 
no other I like-as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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sacrificing contribution from a Sunday- 


mentiqn The Sunday School Times. 
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